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Look Up 
By C. A. Lufourrow 


“When these. things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, ... for your redemption draw- 
eth nigh” (Luke 21:28). 

O A world where every nation 
Bears some marks and scars of war; 
Where the people know privation, 

Homeés are sad and hearts are sore; 
To a world that stands imperiled 

By the dread atomic bomb, 

Peace on earth becomes the herald 

Of a long sought Christmas calm. 


From a weary world, where slumber 
Greeted ‘Christ at Bethlehem; 

Where the thoughtless still outnumber 
Those who know His Jove for them; 

From a sinful world, long spurning 
Jesus Christ the crucified, 

Some look up . .. for the returning 

‘ Of the Bridegroom for His Bride. 


A Famous Doctor's Will 


Only death can make a will effective: 
This is as true today as when the apos- 
tle wrote, “For where a testament is, 
there must.also of necessity: be the death 
of the testator” (Heb, 9:16). The death 
of Christ is the pivotal point of the New 
Testament. The will of the Lord Jesus, 
in. this sense, was’ sealed with. His own 
blood, for he said to His disciples at the 
last supper, “This is my blood of the new 
testament, whieh ‘is shed for many for 
the remission of sins” (Matt. 26:28). The 
will of a famous doctor in the South be- 
came effective on August 14, when he 
was called Home-to be with the Lord. 


He was Dr. LeGrand Guerry of Colum- 
bia, S. C. Twenty-two years ago THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes (Dec. 12, 19, 1925) 
published his inaugural address as presi- 
dent of the Southern Surgical Association. 
At that time he spoke on “Luke, a Great 
Physician and Historian.” Dr. Guerry 
“showed that Luke’s Gospel and his his- 
tory of the early church as given in Acts 
meet every rigid test that can be made 
by science and scholarship, and then 
dared to assert his belief that the great 
need df the world is for God, as revealed 
in the person of His incarnate Son.” 
Dr. Robert McQuilkin, president of Co- 
lumbia Bible College, sends the follow- 
ing unusual and striking sentence from 
the preface to the will of Dr. LeGrand 
Guerry: “Believing with absolute and 
unshakeable faith that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God incarnate, born of one 
earthly parent, the Virgin Mary, and 
that we have salvation through faith in 
His precious blood, which was shed for 
our redemption, I commit my soul into 
the hands of the Ever living, Altogether 


lovely, Never failing, All sufficient 
Jesus.” Dr. McQuilkin writes that “for 
many years Dr. Guerry was known 
throughout the nation as an outstanding 
surgeon. At one time he ranked number 
two in the United States in his appen- 
dicitis operations. He was noted for his 
hundreds of special operations after the 
first World War and in many of these 
he stood near the top. Dr. Guerry was 
known for his outstanding testimony to 
Christ; he witnessed constantly to the 
physicians with whom he worked, and 
who honored him.” Here is another be- 
loved physician, like Luke, who held to 
“those things which are most surely be- 
lieved among us” and ‘desired that, even 
at the time of his death, others might 
“know the certainty of those things.” In 
his will he bears testimony to that “bet- 
ter testament” of which the Lord Jesus 
was “made a surety” (Heb, 7:22). That 
one profound sentence summarizes sev- 
eral foundation doctrines, and is a re- 
minder of the complete safety and as- 
surance that every believer has in Christ. 
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When France Limited Alcoholic Drink 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


RCHIVES de Médecine Sociale is 
A published in Paris under the 
patronage of various French Gov- 
ernment ministries—those of Public 
Health, of National Education, of Labor, 
of the Army and Navy. On its direc- 
torate is a galaxy of eminent representa- 
tives of medicine. It is, then, almost 
official in its contents, 
In the number for, April, 1945, was 
an article by Dr. Derobert on “Present 


Factors in the Problem of Alcoholism,” 
= 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“O our God ... we have no 
might ... neither know we what 
te do: but our eyes are upon thee. 
... Thus saith the Lord unto you, 
Be not afraid ... for the battle 
is not your’s, but God’s” (2 Chron. 
20:12, 15). 




















which illustrates how little honest re. 
porting there is in the American press 
in all its branches on this particular 
problem. It has to do with the splendid 
results which followed the limitation of 
the sale of wine in France during the 
Second World War. An opening sen- 
tence summarized these results as fol- 
lows: 

“In the midst of the sufferings and 
privations of war, an event of a new 
order occurred on the soil of France be- 
yond any expectation. France, the most 
alcoholized country in the world, found 
itself for the time being relieved of its 
most menacing peril, the corrupter and 
destroyer of the French race.” 

Certainly that should have made 
American editors sit up. That, if any- 
thing, was “news fit to print.” Dr. De- 
robert continues: 

“The experience we have had is un- 
deniable. It is rich in instruction of 
all kinds, established on incontestable 
bases and of exact precision. It repre- 
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sents what no other country has attained 
in the war on alcohol, This experience 
cannot but be of use for the moral and 
physical reconstruction of the country. 

“The conclusions one draws from this 
experience could well serve as bases 
for the working out of measures of so- 
cial protection. They ought also to serve 
as fundamental elements in an intense 
official propaganda to instruct the 
masses. They should know the need of 
just such measures in view of the stakes 
involved —the future of France and of 
the race.” 

Certainly news! But one hears the 
menacing moo of the sacred cow in the 
back office. The blue pencil goes to 
work, 

In 1914-18 during the First World War 
there was rigorous antialcohol legisla- 
tion and the consumption of spirituous 
liquors fell from 2,095,000 hectoliters in 
1913 to 900,018 in 1919. 

“Less than three years after the armi- 
stice a powerful and well-conducted 
propaganda, supported by the public 
authorities which did not recoil even 
from subsidizing it (Art. 16 of the Law 
of July 4, 1921), was carried on by 
poster, press, and radio in favor of so- 
called hygienic alcoholic drinks ¢hat is, 
wine). The result of this propaganda 
and accompanying legislation was the 
primacy of France in alcoholic impreg- 
nation, number of internments in hos- 
pitalization, and in delinquency.” 

Then came September, 1939, and with 
it war; from that date until June, 1940, 
followed mobilization, the German break 
through, and the. exodus of French 
populations. “No measure of antialcohol 
protection having been planned, the con- 
sumption of wine and strong liquors in- 
creased noticeably, a consequence of the 
advertisement on all walls commending 
wine as strengthening and enjoyable. 
Followed an efflorescence of alcohol acci- 
dents, delirium tremens, and death. 

“This advance of alcohol had, as its 
following shadow, an increase of mental 
diseases of all types. This was indicated 
by the height of the curve of admis- 
sions to the hospitals of the Seine for 
the insane. The same phenomena were 
observed at the Special Infirmary of the 
Prefecture of Police and in the thirty- 
four provincial hospitals which pub- 
lished their statistics.” 

And not alone was the civil population 
affected in the post-mobilization months. 
Analogous facts were reported from the 
military milieu. 

“The number of those discharged for 
chronic alcoholism and sicknesses of al- 
coholic origin rose en fléche [rocketted], 
and Dr. Debré insisted, even that early, 
on the influence of alcohol in the rapid 
development of pulmonary tuberculosis, 
which up to then had been stationary. 

“It was the penalty of the stupid and 
criminal propaganda for warm wine for 
the troops which raged in the army in 
spite of the courageous counsels of Dr. 
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Milian at the Academy of Medicine and 


-Dr. Heuyer at the “Medical Society ‘of 


Paris Hospitals.” 

These are typical statistics: 

“Brissot, at the Neuro-psychical Center 
for the Seventh Region, observed 275 
alcoholics among 527 sick, or 52%. 

“Beaussart of the Neuro-psychical Cen- 
ter of the Fifth Region observed 120 
cases of mental trouble of alcoholic 
origin in 504 admissions. 

“Delay at the Neuro-psychical Center 
at Bar-le-Duc examined 250 cases of 
mental alcoholism, contracted or aggra- 
vated during the first three months of 
military inaction, in a total of 814 sick.” 

Long ago Dr. Legrain head of the 
mental hospitals of the Seine replied 
to the taunt, “You can’t make people 
good by law,” with, “Yes, but you can 
make them crazy.” 





Fortunately this phase, which paral- 
leled so closely our Repeal experience 
at the same time, was followed from 
June, 1940, to July, 1944, by the occupa- 
tion and restrictions on drink sale which 
diminished markedly both sickness and 
mortality from alcohol, even though 
there was increasing general mortality 
from other sickness and from the priva- 
tions and hunger which the French suf- 
fered in wartime. 

“This diminution-of alcoholism which,” 
says Dr. Derobert, “bordered on its 
nearly total disappearance,” was the re- 
sult of restrictions on wine, “From Oc- 
tober, 1941, date of the establishment of 
ration cards for wine, alcoholic morbid- 
ity and mortality diminished in a gen- 
eral fashion; this, however, was in the 
great urban drinking centers, not in 
wine-growing areas, where the popula- 
tion was able to continue poisoning 
themselves with home-grown wines.” 
Thus: 

Deaths from acute and chronic alco- 
holism fell past fifty per cent. 

Mortality from cirrhosis of the liver, 
a typical alcohol sickness, touched bot- 
tom, 

Admissions to psychiatrical hospitals 
for all cases, which were in 1938-9 at an 
all-time high, fell until in 1943 they were 
at an all-time low. This was the case 
in cities like Paris, Lille, Nancy, of pre- 
vious extreme ajcoholic impregnation. 
In the wine-producing areas they con- 
tinued to drink and go crazy. 

What was it that reduced alcoh®! in- 
sanity in this way, so that, according to 
Debré and Sauvy, the number of recep- 
tions for psychical injury due to drink 
dropped, between 1938 and 1943, eighty- 
seven per cent and the total number of 
receptions for psychical sickness of 
all types 37%? Just one thing es- 
sentially: the rationing of wine to one 
liter a month per individual. That 
was so close to Prohibition that 
one could hardly get closer. Reflect on 
how much that meant daily — one quart 
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divided into thirty parts! And masses 
of Frenchmen before the war were ac- 
customed to drink 5, 10, 15, and up to 25 
liters a day! 

ve 


Notes on Open Letters 





Christ’s Death the Basis of Salvation 


In the October 25th issue of your’ 
aper under “The Illustration Round 

able,” page 1040, you give a m to 
illustrate i Peter 1:18, 19, which seems 
to be out of harmony with the _ 
ture. Please explain the first line in 
connection with Romans 5:9, 10; 1 John 
5:11, 12; Colossians 3:4; John 1:12. 

I suppose the writer is speaking of 
the human life of Jesus, but it could 
be easily misunderstood, ,. 


Also, in line one of the second verse, 
in connection with John 6:63, 68; Mat- 
thew 13: 19-23. 


If you think the above merits some 
discussion in “Notes on n Letters,” 
ppecee use it. I fin SUNDAY 

HOOL TIMES consistent and sound.— 
A North Carolina reader. 
Undoubtedly the writer was speaking 

of the human life of Jesus before His 
death on the cross, rather than of His 
resurrection life and His present inter- 
cession for all believers. The first two 
lines of the poem would seem to show 
that plainly: “Christ does not save 
men by His life, Though that was holy, 
sinless, pure.” There is not necessarily 
a conflict between these words and the 
text of Romans 5:9, 10: “Much more 
then, being now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through 
him. For if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life.” (The 
other references given are similar.) 

It seems obvious in this passage that 
Paul is referring to the resurrection by 
implication. He concludes the fourth 
chapter by saying, “Who was delivered 
for our offences, and was raised again 
for our justification.” The death of 
Christ on the cross is the basis upon 
which God can righteously give us eter- 
nal life, “and this life is in his Son” (1 
John 5:11). But the life of Christ on 
earth would not have saved us without 
His atoning death. It is undoubtedly 
this thought that the writer of the poem 
had in mind. The poem concludes, “It 
took His death, ‘His cross, His blood !” 

The contrast im the poem was rather 
between the earthly life of Christ and 
His death on the cross, than between 
His death on the cross and His resurrec- 
tion life. 

Strong contrast is sometimes used in 
Scripture itself for the purpose of em- 
phasis. This is seen in such a passage 
as, “Jacob have I loved, but Esau have 
I hated” (Rem. 9:13); and in these words 
of our Lord, “If amy man come to me, 
and hate not his father, and mother, 
and wife, and children, and_ brethren, 

(Continued on page 1248) 
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A Pioneer Sunday School Missionary 
The blacksmith who became a fisher of 


men in the North Woods fifty years ago 


ency in whieh heart, mind, body, 
and strength were devoted to the 
growth of Christ’s Kingdom. 

Samuel ‘Allan Blair was: favored by 
being born in a Canadian home with 
Scottish background, where religion held 
the. foremost place, where Christian 
service. was taught as a desirable priv- 
ilege, and not as a formal duty. Read 
Bobby Burns’ “Cotter’s Saturday Night” 
and you have a picture of. the home 
where Blair gathered his lasting impres- 
sions concerning “the chief end of man.” 
Seven sons and two daughters blessed 
the farmstead that had sheltered the 
Blair family for four generations, and 
today is in the possession of the fifth 
generation. Evidently ‘the quality of 
“staying put” comes naturally to the 
subject of this sketch, for Sam has never 
been accused of being “driven by the 
wind, and tossed.” 

Samuel’ was born on July 15, 1864, at 
Ferguson Falls, Ontario, Canada. He 
continued to live there until 1887, when 
he migrated to Wisconsin. At the time 


"Tore is a story of Scottish persist- 


- of this writing; March, 1947, he is in 


his eighty-third year, resides near San 
Juan Capistrano, California, and is do- 
ing more than a man’s job as a care- 
taker of an estate which every day is 
improved by his endeavors. Although 
he has retired from the active minis- 
try, he has not ceased to be a fisher 
of men. Few visit that estate without 
learning that Blair is mightily inter- 
ested in winning souls. Such men never 
retire; they are no longer on the pay- 
roll, but they still work as enlisting 
agents for the cause of Christ. 


An Early Acquired and Valuable Asset 


When Blair reached his seventeenth 
year he was apprenticed to the black- 
smith trade, receiving board and room 
and $28 a year. The second year he got 
four dollars more, and the third year 
$36. During the three years of appren- 
ticeship his total “take home. pay” was 
$96, or $2.66 per month. But he had 
learned his trade, had acquired a help- 
ful skill, and had been well schooled 
in making every cent travel far — a most 
valuable asset for his future ministry 
as an organizer of Sunday schools in the 
Northwest. 

Arriving in Wisconsin he worked as a 
blacksmith for a lumber company, where 
he. remained for a yeer. Later, while 
visiting his old home in Canada, he at- 
tended meetings held by Evangelist 
William Markle and made his decision 
for Christ. Returning to Wisconsin and 
his trade, Sam Blair faced a new prob- 
lem. The call to Christian service made 


As Henry Clay Trumbull turned 
from work in a railroad office to be- 
come a Sunday school organizer 
under the American Sunday-School 
Union, so Samuel Blair turned from 
blacksmithing to the building up of 
Sunday schools in the early settle- 
ments in Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
Doubtless these men knew of one 
another, and by the time Blair was 
beginning his work with the Union, 
Dr. Trumbull had become Editor of 
The Sunday School Times, which the 
Union began in 1859. Most Times 
readers will therefore find much of 
interest in this biographical sketch, 
prepared by Dr. Whittles for the His- 
torical Committee for the Duluth 
Presbytery. 








its demands and, no matter how he 
evaded it, consciencé brought it before 
him again and again. Christ, who had 
received him, asked his assistance, say- 
ing, “Follow me, and I will make you 
a fisher of men.” 

Blair began to spend much of his spare 
time in the lumber villages, visiting the 
saloons and dives, hoping that this part- 
time Christian service would satisfy his 
conscience; but the voice of God within 
demanded full-time service. On Thanks- 
giving Day he spent every cent he pos- 
sessed to feed the hungry, and not a 
nickel remained for carfare to his far- 
away bedroom. But without any solici- 
tation from Blair, two strangers each 
gave him a five-dollar bill, explaining 
that they felt impelled to help him in 
the good work he was doing, and Blair 
realized that when God receives all that 
a man has, the all-seeing Father is ready 
to finance the man who trusts Him. 

Samuel Blair’s next step was taken 
shortly afterward. He accepted the in- 
vitation of the American Sunday-School 
Uniofi to work in the needy settlements 
of Wisconsin, with residence at Sparta. 
The near-by village of Cashton prom- 
ised a good beginning. It had a popu- 
lation of about three hundred, with seven 
saloons, but no provision for hungry 
souls, not even a Sunday school for the 
children. Standing on a street corner, 
Blair sang a hymn and announced that 
he would hold a meeting that evening 
in the Odd Fellows’ hall. Fifteen chil- 
dren and one woman responded to the 
invitation, but the men of Cashton gave 
the hall a wide berth; they were sus- 
picious of strangers who might be seek- 
ing evidence concerning the wide-open 
policy of their village. . 

The next morning Blair saw several 
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men waiting around the blacksmith shop, 
so he joined them. The village smith, 
heated and sweaty, labored over the 
anvil while the men waited for the re- 
pairs they had brought to the shop. Blair 
volunteered to help him: “Give me an 
apron and a hammer, brother, and I'll 
give you a lift. This is my trade.” With 
hesitation the smith supplied the needed 
implements. He watched the missionary 
carefully for a few minutes, then with 
beaming face turned to his own inter- 


rupted job, well satisfied with the music” 


Blair produced with hammer and anvil. 

The story of the preaching blacksmith 
went into every home in the community 
and adjacent countryside, and the audi- 
ences no longer consisted of one woman 
and children, but of men and women 
and their families. A Sunday school 
was organized that grew into a church, 
and Sam Blair built his first of many 
church buildings. One story of his 
Cashton work he tells with hearty sat- 
isfaction: A doctor, who had» lost his 
family and his medical practice through 
drink, was converted. He regained the 
practice he had lost, also his family; and, 
when Blair labored with saw and ham- 
mer in the erection of the Cashton 
church, every spare hour of the con- 
verted doctor was given to pounding 
nails alongside the man who had led him 
to Christ. 


Casting His Lot In With Presbyterians 

Blair remained with the American 
Sunday-School Union in Wisconsin for 
four and one-half years, and four 
churches grew from the Sunday schools 
he planted. He also raised funds for 
the four church buildings, and superin- 
tended their erection, doing a goodly 
share of the carpentry work. He prac- 
ticed the precept: “Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might” 
(Eccles. 9:10). Naturally such work 
could not be hidden under a _ bushel. 
Robert Sulzer, the consecrated Hollander 
who superintended Sunday school work 
for the Presbyterian Synod of ‘Minne- 
sota, heard of Blair’s energetic doings. 
Sulzer saw in Blair a man after his own 
heart, and, in October, 1895, he invited 
Blair to meet him in Winona. Robert 
Sulzer, who often electrified our Gen- 
eral Assemblies by his accounts and 
vision of Minnesota’s Sunday school 
work, also had the ability to persuade 
an individual as well as a multitude, 
So Blair cast in his lot with the Pres- 
byterian Church, and became its Sun- 
day school missionary in Northern Min- 
nesota, living in Duluth. ‘ 

It might be well to introduce at this 

(Continued on page 1257) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





ONTEMPORARY Christian Biog- 

raphy.—When an important intel- 

lectual or man of science is an- 
nounced from Ireland, it is invariably a 
Protestant Irishman. The late Sir 
Almoth Wright was son of the Irish Epis- 
copal parsonage, his father having been 
the well-remembered Rev. Charles H. 
H. Wright. The son was in the class 
with Pasteur in the field of immuniza- 
tion against typhoid, cholera, plague, 
and other bacterial infections, and one 
of his pupils was Sir Alexander Flem- 
ing, the discoverer of penicillin. 

John Crowlsmith was chairman and 
managing director of the great English 
printing firm of Hazell, Watson, and 
Viney, and director of the University 
of London Press; also for fifty years he 
was a great Methodist layman. Lord 
Rochester writes of him, “By the death 
of John Crowlsmith in his 87th year a 
Methodist Greatheart has passed to his 
reward”; and another: 

“By speech and pen he has kept our 
attention fixed on the central truths‘ of 
Methodist witness and service. All his 
great gifts of administration were dedi- 
cated to the ‘service of his church, and 
even in extreme old age he was still 
thinking and planning for the more ef- 
fective working of the Methodism he so 
dearly loved. 

“What a friend he was to the minis- 
ters! How concerned about their in- 
adequate allowances! How eager to 
secure for them conditions which would 
help to remove anxiety and fear for 
the future! His untiring efforts to care 
for supernumerary ministers and aged 
local preachers were the expression of 
his own deep concern that Methodism 
should interpret and practice the true 
spirit of Christian community.” 
® The Rev. A. S. Maxwell, missionary 
of the Southern Presbyterians in Brazil, 
pioneered among Indians, undertaking 
long and perilous journeys through 
primeval jungles. Finally he settled 
among a tribe of 10,000 Indians between 
Brazil and Paraguay, in| the village of 
Dourados. Though depleted in health 
he, with the aid of unskilled laborers, 
cleared land, sawed timbers, built dams, 
constructed open sheds which served as 
churches, and built a hospital. Fol- 
lowed a development of evangelistic 
work and establishment of schools and 
churches. 


Professor Foster of the Cincinnati 
Bible Seminary, in pointing out that the 
Révised Standard Version closes Mark’s 
Gospel with the words, “And they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid,” 
wittily observes that “such an end might 
well be called the epitaph of the unbe- 


lieving preachers who smother the spir- 
itual life of this generation.” 

He points out the dangerous inno- 
vation in this version of refraining to 
indicate with italics, as earlier versions 
do, the addition of words in the English 
translation that have no counterpart in 
the Greek text. This conceals the ex- 
tent to which interpretation takes the 
place of exact translation. “The Re- 
vised Version is especially careful in 
adding explanatory footnotes and in 
showing where the Greek may be given 
alternate translations. The new version 
only rarely adds a footnote to show what 
the Greek word actually says or to 
show an alternate translation. In under- 


taking to translate ‘not words but ideas’ 


they continually fail to indicate how far 
their very free translation has strayed 
from the actual Greek text.” 

Professor Foster declares the new 
translation to be “frankly Unitarian in 
applying the pronoun ‘Thou’ to God and 
‘you’ to Jesus, 

“Not even the apostles while standing 
in the very presence of the risen Christ 
and possessing the full-grown faith of 
the eve of Pentecost are permitted to 


“admit His deity and to address Him as 


‘Thou’ (Acts 1:6). Not even Saul of 
Tarsus, when he beholds the glorified 
Christ revealed from Heaven on the road 
to Damascus, is allowed to say, “Thou.’” 

Which is enough to condemn its use 
by serious Christians for all time. 


For Pioneer Missions.—The Hurdas of 
Western Spain are mentioned by Mr. 
Carles of the Spanish Christian Mis- 
sion, and they recall the brutalized peas- 
ants of the French eighteenth century, 


‘whom Arthur Young described in his 


Travels: 

“If what covers their bodies is called 
a dress, they have only one dress in 
their lives. They are barefooted. Of 
schools there are none, and ninety per 
cent are illiterate. Fe some places there 
is a room near the Roman church where 
a few children learn the rosary and 
prayers to ‘the Mother of God.’ 

“Bread? What is bread? Not many 
have even seen bread in their’ lives. 
They have always been fed with roots 
and herbs. Doctors? What do you 
mean? In fifty years there were two 
physicians for more than half a million 
people. These poverty-stricken masses 
live in the seignorial lands of the nobles 
and abbots. A rabbit, a squirrel, or a 
bird may eat the chestnuts or acorns 
on the ground, but not the peasants. 
The Gospel? Yes, they love it, although 
they cannot read it. They are aston- 
ished to. learn that Christ loves them, 
as they Rave never been loved. Always 
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have they been exploited by their lords 
and the Roman Church” (abridged). 


Boujad in Morocco is a holy town hav- 
ing been founded by a descendant of 
the Caliph Omar. All descendants of 
the founder are supposed to inherit and 
pass on to their children the baraka, 
or blessings, of their forefathers. Con- 
sequently, through the years, these holy 
men have become. very numerous, and 
quite a large quarter of the town, with a 
mosque of its own, is now dedicated to 
this so-called holy family. © 


Every year, in the autumn, when the. 


harvest is gathered, the caids and 
wealthy men of outlying districts, along 
with a number of distinguished Moslems 
from other towns in Morocco, come on 
pilgrimage to this family, bringing: their 
tithes of grain, fruit, oil, and animals. 
In return they expect to be entertained 
on a lavish scale for about a fortnight. 
There are visits to family tombs and 
animal sacrifices for the favor and for- 
giveness of God and for good harvésts. 

Into this stronghold of Islam came two 
Bible Churchmen missionaries, in 1932, 
Mrs. Hills and Miss. Millward, to open 
a dispensary. ‘Their medical work has 
broken down prejudice and opened many 
homes to the Gospel. But what a for- 
tress to storm ! 


The new officers of the Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s International Committee give 
suggestive intimations of the nature of 
the organization. Mr. A. J. Conn is 
president of the LaSalle Engineering 
Company, also of the Lakeside Tool Com- 
pany, and partner in other firms. In 
wartime he and his engineers designed 
tools ‘for intercepters, dive bombers, 
fighters, cargo ships, aircraft motors, 
machine gun turrets. He directs the Old 
Sunday School Program over WAIT, 
Chicago, which is broadcasted from coast 
to coast; is a backer of the “Youth for 
Christ Movement,” and is an eager soul- 
winner. 

Mr. J. H. Adams, president of John 
Henry Adams, Inc., whulesale distributor 
of fresh and frozen fruits to steamships, 
clubs, hotels, hospitals, and other insti- 
tutions, is a director of Stony Brook 
School and the American Tract Society 
and of the Evangelization Committee of 
Newark, N. J. 

Mr. T. F. McCully is vice-president 
and manager of the Carpenter Baking 
Company of Milwaukee. He is chair- 
man of Milwaukee “Youth for Christ,” 
director of the Hebrew Mission, and ac- 
tive in the Gideons. 

Mr. R. P. Woodburn of the Liberty 
National Bank, Washington, D. C., is 
chairman of the Child Evangelism Fel- 
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lowship and active in the Christian 
Business Men’s Victory Center for serv- 
icemen in Washington, where, in two 
years, 3,000 servicemen have found 
Christ. * 

Mr. Walter McKeog, the new chair- 
man of .the Chicago committee, holds an 
important position of trust in the gi- 
gantic Continental-Illinois National Bank 
and Trust Company. Mr. McKeog was 
for many years prominent in Masonry, 
but was gloriously saved in 1936, since 
when he has cut~loose from all his 
Masonic’ connections: and is rendering 
outstanding service in house-to-house 
evangelism, — a“ 

The new general secretary, Mr. Don- 


*ald MacDonald, was in early years Cana- 


dian representative of the National Cash 
Register Company. Later, in Wayne, 
Pa., he was manager of: a commercial 
trailer firm. From there he went with 
the Fruehauf Trailer Company of De- 
troit, as assembly plant manager in New 
Orleans and supervisor in the controller’s 
department, During the war he was 
auditor for the Navy Department, which 
position he resigned to assume the duties 
of executive secretary of the Detroit 
Christian Business Men’s Committee. 


Mr. LeTourneau on a Sunday / after- 
noon at the Civic Auditorium in Seattle 
told his life story, and a young basebgil 
player was listening. *The Word was 
quick and. piercing. A month later, at 
Hyman Appelman’s meetings, Dewey 
Soriano confessed Christ. 

“As Royal Brougham, Seattle sports 
writer, expressed it, ‘Another home run 
was chalked up.’ The, young pitcher, 
‘not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,’ 
has been telling the story at “Youth for 
Christ” meetings, before businessmen, 
and wherever opportunity offers. 

“While the papers tell of pitcher 
Dewey Soriano’s purchase by the Pitts- 


‘ burgh Pirates for $35,000, he delights to 


tell of his purchase, not with corruptible 
things as silver and gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ.” 

It was, indeed, from the diamond that 
Billy ‘Sunday entered on his great work 
for Christ. 

Mr. LeTourneau tells us that he went 
to England mainly to open up a new 
factory, and that preaching was to be a 
side interest, but “people came to the 
scheduled meetings in great crowds, and 
many confessed Christ publicly. I found 
myself spending most of my time preach- 
ing—thirty-three times in less than 
three weeks. 

“I was to have traveled to see British 
industry, but, instead, went everywhere 
preaching. As I spoke at luncheons and 
evening meetings I was invited to visit 
factory after factory, and in many cases 
was escorted through the works by the 
owners themselves. I could not have 
seen so much if I had traveled for that 
purpose alone. It proved again the truth 
of ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God} 
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and his righteousness; and all these 
things.shall be added unto you.’” 


The inimitable Clinton Howard, in a 
powerful address at the fifty-eighth an- 
niversary of the Lord’s Day Alliance, 
illustrated Sabbath desecration by the 
following incident: 

“On Sunday, October 10, the Marlbor- 
ough Hunt Club of suburban Washing- 
ton staged a fox chase with horses and 
hounds. The start was made from the 
yard of St. Barnabas Church, where the 
rector blessed horse, rider, and hounds. 
The Washington press report covers an 
entire page. Several hundred persons 
witnessed the ceremony while the rector 
prayed: ‘Bless, O Lord, rider and horse 
and the hounds: that run in their run- 
ning. Bless and shield these riders from 
danger to life and limb. Grant under 
Thy blessing that they may be strength- 
ened in body and in mind. May ’Thy 
children who ride and Thy creatures 
who carry come to the close of the day 
unhurt. Bless these hounds to our use 
and to their lowely part in Thy service.’ 

“He forgot to pray for the fox! Of 
course these sportsmen had gone to 
church at an earlier hour, but the Com- 
mandment says, ‘Remember the sabbath 
day, not the Sabbath morning, but 
morning, afternoon, and evening. And, 
‘The Lord blessed the sabbath day, and 
hallowed it.’” 


Mgr. Sheen of The Catholic Hour is 
one of the best-known figures in Amer- 
ican Catholicism, and a convertisseur of 
note. One is surprised, then, that he 
should display so openly the crass super- 
stition of his church as in his broadcast 
of March 30. It has to do with Russia 
and her coming taming by “our Lady.” 
His contention is that, in great historical 
crises, when the powers of darkness have 
taken control, the Virgin suddenly in- 
tervenes to thwart and defeat them. 
Thus, in the year 1858, when J. S. Mill, 
Darwin, Richard Wagner, and Marx 
published various books of anti-Chris- 
tian tendency, she appeared to the girl 
of Lourdes, now St. Bernadette, an- 
nouncing, “I am the Immaculate Con- 
ception.” 

Then follows this comment: “Note 
that she did-not say, ‘I have been im- 
maculately conceived.’ There was some- 
what the same identification between 
herself and the Immaculate Conception 
that God made on Mt. Sinai when he 
said, ‘I Am Who lI Am.’ As it is God’s 
nature to exist essentially, so it is Mary’s 
nature by privilege to be the Immacu- 
late Conception. Everyone else was 
born in the state of sin.” 

On May 13, 1917, occurred another 
crisis, not explained by Mgr, Sheen, but 
associated with the First World War. 
On this very day the Virgin appeared 
again, this time to three children in 
Fatima, Portugal. She is described as 
“the eternal enemy of the infernal ser- 
pent.” “To save souls from Hell, God 
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wishes to establish in the world devo- 
tion to the Immaculate Heart,” was her 
first message on this occasion. Back 
in 1917 “the Blessed Mother said that 
World War Two could be avoided. [To 
this end] I shall ask for the consecra- 
tion of the world to my Immaculate 
Heart. If Russia is converted there will 
be peace. In the end, my Immaculate 
Heart will triumph. The Holy Father 
will consecrate Russia to the Immacu- 
late Heart and an era of peace will be 
given the world.” 

This pronouncement was followed on 
the thirteenth of October, 1917, by a 
miracle “as promised by the Blessed 
Mother.” Before,a crowd of 60,000 Portu- 
guese, after gyrations and great display 
of color which lasted some minutes, “the 
sun left his place in the firmament and, 
falling from side to side, plunged zig- 
zagging through the heavens as if it 
would crash upon the crowds _ below, 
giving to the spectators a clear impres- 
sion of the end of the world.” 

Great terror among the people and 
prayer choked with sobs! Finally, 
stopping in its mad course, the sun 
climbed back to its place, zigzagging as 
it had come. Although all were drenched 
with rain, their clothes became per- 
fectly dry after the apparition. 

“I am not concerned,” explains Mgr. 
Sheen, “about proving the authenticity 
of these revelations, for those who be- 
lieve in the realm of the Spirit and the 
Mother of God need no proof. 
Whether it was a premonition of the 
atomic bomb we know not. We can still 
look up to the heavens to see the Lady 
with the moon beneath her feet, the 
stars a crown about her head, and the 
sun above her. The heavens will not 
destroy while she reigns as the Lady 
of the skies. 

“If we live in a day when the Devil 
has been given a particularly long rope, 
how shall we overcome the spirit of 
Satan except by the power of the woman 
to whom Almighty God has given the 
commission .to crush the head of the 
serpent? 

“The world’s only hope is a miracle. 
Only God can stop [the danger of a 
third World War], and He will, through 
our Blessed Mother. .. . We now await 
the. consecration of Russia to the _Immac- 
ulate Heart of Mary, not only by the 
Holy Father but also by all the Bishops 
of the Church.” 5 

One is nonplused to hear such senti- 
ments from a professor in the Catholic 
University in Washington. 


Mr. H. H. E. Knight of the China In- 
land Mission tells of a prison at Yung- 
teng, China, the jailer in charge of 
which is a Christian “on fire for the 
Lord.” The cells are kept whitewashed 
and clean. All the prisoners have plenty 
of good food and warm clothing. At 
times he helps them, out of his own 
pocket, even paying fines for them. He 
solicits help from local businessmen to 
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provide spinning machines so that idle 
hours may be spent in useful handicrafts. 
So they earn money to pay for the bene- 
fits they enjoy. P 

Each day is begun with prayers, and 


hymns are sung at all times of day and / 


at night, too, Paul and Silas fashion. 

“I spoke a message of hope to the 
prisoners,” writes Mr. Knight in China’s 
Millions, “whose wistful faces I shall 
not soon forget. Some had become 
Christians while in prison, among them 
a Tibetamy priest and several Moslems, 
one of whom gave his testimony. There 
was something truly heavenly about the 
place which made one \forget it was a 
prison. The district magistrate, a non- 
Christian, whose courthouse adjoins the 
prison, told me how the singing of the 
prisoners had touched his heart. He 
showed his interest by attending nearly 
all the meetings I held in the church 
in that town.” 


In the Cook County jail, Chicago, is 
a warden who also cares for men’s souls, 
This is Warden Frank Sain, who has a 
large Bible class, and who is especially 
interested in boy prisoners. His‘ aim is 
to keep them from coming back, and 
rarely does a week pass without letters 
from some of the hundreds of boys who 
have done time with him and who wish 
to thank him for his concern for their 
spiritual welfare. The Chicago Bible 
Society provides these prisoners with 
Bibles, 

Letters come, too, to those working in 
the jails of Los Angeles. One boy, con- 
verted while in prison, writes: “Greet- 
ings in the blessed name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I am coming along fine. 
Our Lord provides my every need. He 
hath said, ‘I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee.’ The Bible course I am 
taking here in San Quentin is fine, and 
I“got 100 per cent. It is easier than the 
course you used at the jail, but I like 
that one better, as I feel the writer had 
a deeper understanding of the Scrip- 
ture.” 

Another writes: “I want you to 
know that through your help and the 
chaplain’s I was born again. I have no 
worries for the future, for my life and 
soul are in the hands of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. On Him I believe, and 
Him I love and follow. I am happier 
in my soul than I’ve evef been before.” 

Mr. Voget describes the Bible classes 
in the Los Angeles County Hall of Jus- 
tice. At one time he asked his class if 
any of them had a friend who thought 
enough of his pal to come to jail and 
sit out his time for him. All shook their 
heads. Then one spoke up, “My mother 
would,” and.all said the same save one, 
who remarked sadly, “My mofher has 
passed away.” 

“From this it was easy to pass to the 
greater love of the Saviour, who took 
the. penalty of our sins on Himself.” 
“Penal theology” Modernists Coffin and 
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Buttrick call it. .What have they to sub. 
stitute for it in prisons? 


Another, writing of boys in prison 


camps in the country, says: “It would 
thrill your. heart to hear the prayers 
of the handful of boys who stay after 
the morning service each Sunday for 
additional instruction and prayer. These 
youngsters on their knees are asking 
for the salvation of a brother or father 
at home, or for the companion with 
whom they got in trouble. They pray 
for strength to overcome old habits of 
swearing and quick temper.” 

In the Los Angeles jail there are Sun- 
day afternoon roof meetings at five 
o’clock for “trusties,’” which are very 
fruitful. On the first and third Sundays 
the Christian Business Men conduct jail 
services. “It is interesting to note the 
expressions on the faces of the prisoners 
when they hear successful businessmen 
preaching Christ.” Every third Sunday 
a great group of veterans from the Bible 
Institute come with their musical instru- 
ments; and at ten o’clock every Sunday 
morning a large group of colored folk 
go from floor to floor and from: tank to 
tank singing the Gospel of redemption. 


Mission Notes.—Miss Mabel Francis, 
who went through Japanese war impris- 
onment, is a gallant Southern Presbyte- 
rian evangelizing the state of Matsu- 
yama. The governor of the state is 
co-operating with her as she goes from 
town to town teaching mothers. In 
Kamiwada, fifteen hundred women met 
her and ‘learned the Gospel; in Kobe, 
thirteen hundred. She never has less 
than five hundred. One hundred and 
fifty towns are’ open, and she is calling 
for help. 

The societies seeking to get a foothold 


in Tibet are (beside the Moravians at - 


Leh and a Scotch Presbyterian mission) 
the China Inland, the Christian’ Alli- 
ance, the Worldwide Evangelization Cru- 
sade, and the Assemblies of God, in all 
of which societies the teaching of the 
Lord’s coming is a dominating motive 
in mifsion advance. To them is now 
added the Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism, who are to send Mr. 
and Mrs. Miller through Yunnan into 
Sikang Province. This Gospel of the 
Kingdom must be preached in all the 
world, and then cometh the end of the 
terrible fourth watch of the night in 
which we are living. The time is auspi- 
cious. China is interested in Tibet, is 
seeking to stamp out brigandage and to 
improve trade routes. The Tibetan Gov- 
ernment reciprocates, and the present 
Chinese Government is very friendly to 
mission work. 

John Davey has been waiting on the 
island of Domenica in the hope of gain- 
ing entrance into the French islands of 
Martinique and Guadalupe, not idle, 
however, for he has built up a promis- 
ing little work on Domenica. Now he 
has been able to reconnoiter the two 
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French islands where he has found Mr. 
and Mrs. Shoemaker of the Regular 
Baptists. At Castries, the capital of the 
neighboring: St. Lucia, he met Mr. and 
Mrs. Tetrault; Mr. Tetrault is a con- 
verted French Canadian Catholic, who 
is facing, single-handed, the might of 
Rome in that little island. The two 
together “walked all over the island, 
stopping in a different town every night. 
“Thus we really got to know St. Lucia.” 
Open air meetings were held in every 
place, and huge crowds gathered, for 
the most pert, tenfgatngs quietly. 


At long last steps are to be taken to 
counter the persistent efforts of Roman 
Catholicism to fasten itself on city, state, 
and federal treasuries. A National 
Council of Citizens on Church and State 
has been formed for this purpose. It 
is truly representative of all phases of 
Protestantism together with some others: 


Dr. J. M. Dawson, secretary of the 
Baptist Joint Conference Committee on 
Public Relations; Dr. C. C. Morrison, of 
the Christian Century; Dr. S. M. Cavert, 
of the Federal Council; E. R.* Rogers, 
representing the Scottish Rite Masons; 
Dr, Clyde W. Taylor, National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals; Dr. Stanley I. 
Stuber, Northern Baptist Convention; 
Bishop Scarlett, of the Episcopal Church; 
Bishop Bromley Oxnam; Dr. John A. 
Mackay, Princeton Seminary; Dr. R. E. 
Van Deusen, representing the Lutherans; 
Dr. E. R. Wilson, representing the 
Friends; Mr. Thomas Keehn, represent- 
ing the Congregationalists, and others. 

One is surprised that it should be 
necessary to organize a fresh group for 
this end. Have we not a Federal Coun- 
cil to do just such things, claiming 27 
million people back of it? This is an- 
otner point at which it has fallen down. 

Representative Bryson of South Caro. 
lina has proposed a_ constitutional 
amendment to prevent further incursions 
on public funds. 


Brief Notes 


The new President of Mexico, Miguel 
Aleman, is son of a devout Methodist 
mother, and is friendly’ to Protestant 
missions, 


Christian businessmen’s committees 
have been formed in Manila, Hong 
Kong, Canton, Shanghai, Soochow, and 
Nanking. 


A deputation of Christian leaders from 
India is visiting England to greet Brit- 
ish Christians and confer with them on 
the situation in Hindustan. Among them 
are Bishop John Subhan, convert from 
Mohammedanism, an outstanding scholar 
and author, former Sufi mystic, now a 
flaming apostle of Christ, and the Rev. 
Paul Ramaseshan, erstwhile orthodox 
Brahmin. Aiso Dr. Rajah Manikam, 
gLutheran, active in the. Sunday school 
movement in India, 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 28. GOD'S ETERNAL RULE 


Jude 24, 25; Revelation 16 to 22; Matthew 2 (in this order); printed text, Revelation 21: 1-7, 22-27 
> Golden Text.—Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.—Psa. 145:13 


Kine James VERsion 


Rev. 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the 
first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 


was no moré sea. 


2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God ‘out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 


husband. 


3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 
‘and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 


and be their God. 


4 Arid God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things 
new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true 


and faithful. 

6 And he said unto me, It is done. 
beginning and the end. 
the fountain of the water of life freely. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


N READING the description of the 
I new. Jerusalem, the eternal Home of 

the heavenly saints, it is important 
to remember that God is speaking in 
symbols, as indicated in Revelation 1:1, 
where the word translated “signified” 
realy means “made it known by sym- 
bols.”’ But it is easy to read these in 
the light of what is elsewhere revealed 
in the Word of God. 

We have here that city which hath 
foundations, for which Abraham looked 
in faith (Heb. 11:10). It is set forth, 
in chapter 21, verses 1 to 7, as it will 
be for all eternity, when the new 
heavens and the new earth shall succeed 
the present temporal conditions. But 
from verse 9 of chapter 21 through verse 
5 of chaptér 22, we see the heavenly 
city in connection with the millennial 
Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Ther’ the nations will learn war no more. 
Those will’ be the days of Heaven upon 
earth, when the holy city, the center of 
light and blessing, will be the capital of 
the glorious Kingdom over which Christ 
and His bride, the Church, will reign 
in righteousness. 


The Historical Setting 

The Apostle John, who had labored 
for many years in the district known 
as Asia, with his home in Ephesus, was 
banished to the isle of Patmos in the 


#Egean Sea, in the reign of Domitian — 


(A.D. 81-96) because of his faithful tes- 
timony. According to Eusebius it was 
in the latter part of this reign that John’s 
imprisonment took place, and that this 
Book was written. 





I am Alpha and Omega, the 
I will give unto him that is athirst of 


7 He that overcemeth shall inherit all things; and I will be his 


and there 


God, and he shall be my son. 
22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty 


and the Lamb ere the temple of it. 


is the light thereof. 


honour into it. 


23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, 
to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb 


24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the 
light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and 


2% And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there 


into it. , 


shall be no night there. 
26 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations 


27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a 


lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 


x < < a 








Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons, 
published by the American Council 
of Christian Churches, will be 
found beginning on page 1249. 




















Verse by Verse 


Rev. 21:1.—“A new heaven and a new 
earth.” This will be the eternal state. 
It is predicted in Isaiah 65:17 and 66: 22, 
and is referred to by the Apostle Peter 
as a scene “wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness” (2 Pet. 3:13). In that new and 
glorious condition there will be “no more 
sea,” for all that speaks of changes and 
separations will be dome away. 

Verse 2.—“The holy city, new Jeru- 
salem, coming down from God out of 
heaven.” This is the throne city of the 
eternal Kingdom and the residence of 
the bride, the Lamb’s wife (Rev. 19:7). 
Just as Babylon is both a city. and a 
harlot, so the new Jerusalem is viewed 
both as a city and a bride. 

Verse 3.—“The’ tabernacle of God is 
with men.” The heavenly city is the 
connecting link between the new 
heavens and the new earth, where God 
shall dwell in the midst of His redeemed 
creation. 


Verse 4-—“God shall wipe away all’ 


tears from their eyes.” At last all earth’s 
tale of sorrow and suffering will have 








Lesson helps on the Internaiional 
Uniform Lessons, copyrighted by 
the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education, will be con- 
tinued in The Sunday School 
Times through 1948. 
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The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 


and used by permission. 


been told (Psa. 90:9), and a state of un- 
changing joy and blessedness will ensue, 
never to be disturbed by death, sorrow, 
crying, or pain. 

Verse 5.—“Behold, I make all things 
new.” The new creation will supersede 
the present craation, which has been 
so marred by sin and consequent suffer- 
ing. 

Verse 6.—“I will give unto him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water of 
life freely.” John has yet to speak, in 
verse 8, of the sad portion of those who 
have spurned the grace of God and 
passed into eternity impenitent, but be- 
fore he does so he is authorized to give 
another invitation to partake of the liv- 
ing ewater, which is freely offeted in the 
Gospel of Christ. 

Verse 7.—‘He that overcometh shall 
inherit all things.” The overcomer is the 
one who believes in the Lord Jesus and 
is born from above (1 John 5:4, 5). 


Verse 22.—“I saw no temple therein.” 
There will be no need of a temple there, 
for every redeemed one will have imme- 
diate. access to the Lord Himself. Wor- 
ship will be unhindered and praise will 
be unceasing. Observe that beginning 
with verse 10 a new section begins, in 
which the new Jerusalem is seen in its 
relation to the millennial earth. 

Verse 23.—“The Lamb is the lamp 
{[R.V.] thereof.2 The Revised Version 
gives the best rendering here. _A lamp 
is a vessél in which the light is cen- 
tered and from which it shines forth. 
The glory of God will shine out from 
Christ Himself. 

Verse 24.—“The nations of them which 
are saved.” This makes it evident that 
millennial conditions are in view. Men 
are still seen as divided into nations, 
and the kings of the earth — the leaders 
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of those nations — recognize the author- 
ity of Him who is King of kings and 
Lord of lords (19:16). 


Verse 25.—“There shall be no night 
there.’ What words of comfort are 
these! The night is the time which 
those in trouble or pain find hardest 
to bear. In yonder city all shall be 
light—no night of ignorance, nor yet 
of mystery! All will be clear at last 
in the city of the open gates, open to 
all who have trusted Christ and have 
been cleansed by His precious blood. 


Verse 26.—“They shall bring the glory 

. of the nations into it.” The fact 
that nations are mentioned shows that 
it is not the eternal state that is here 
in view, but the relationship of the 
heavenly city to the nations during the 
millennial reign of Christ over the earth. 


Verse 27.—“There shall in no wise 
enter into it any thing that defileth.” 
The earthly Jerusalem was’ defiled by 
Israel’s sins. The new Jerusalem will 
be forever free from every unclean 
thing; the home of all whose names are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life by 

eternal decree. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God delights to dwell with men. From 
the time when He walked and talked 
with our first parents in‘ Paradise, He 
has always expressed His pleasure in 
communion with His people. When, at 
last, time has run its course and all His 
children are gathered home in the new 
Jerusalem, He will rejoice in the fact 
that He has the unnumbered hosts of 
the redeemed gathered about Himself 
in a scene never to be marred by evil 
of any kind. It is this to which saints 
of all ages have looked forward, and 
this hallowed fellowship will be their 
supreme joy in the ages to come, when 
Christ Himself, the Lamb once slain, 
will be the lamp through whom the 
divine glory will be displayed in all its 
fullness. 


Lesson Outline 
THe Hory City 
In the Eternal State (Rev. 21:1-4) 
New Creation (v. 1) 
New Jerusalem (v. 2) 
Unbroken fellowship (v. 3) 
Unchanging bliss (v. 4) 


Parenthetical 


Promises (vs. 5-7) 
Warnings (v. 8) 


In the Millennium 


Relationship (v. 9) 
Privilege (v. 10) 
Glory (v. 11) 
Security (v. 12) 
Worship (v. 22) 
Light (v. 23) 
Guidance (v. 24) 
Comfort (v. 25) 
Government (v. 26) 
Purity (v. 27) 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. December 21.—The Prince of Peace 
(Christmas Lesson). Revelation 
8 to 15; Isaiah. 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20 
Next Week's Lesson 
1. January 4.—Beliefs That Matter. 
John 20:30, 31; Acts 16:11-15; 1 
Timothy 4:16; 1 John 5:1-5 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Bride, the Lamb’s Wife. It is 
not until we learn of the doom of 
Babylon, the false harlot, the imitation 
church, that we are given to see the 
true Bride united to her Heavenly Bride- 
groom, and reigning with Him over the 
nations. To the Church the promise has 
been given, “We shall judge angels,” and 
“the world shall be judged by you” (1 
Cor. 6:2, 3). The triumph of the Head 
brings the whole body into the place 
of authority. ° 

Jerusalem Which Is Above. We are 
told in Galatians 4:26 that the heavenly 
Jerusalem is our mother—that is, our 
mother city. We are the children of 
grace and we belong by new creation 
to Heaven. Our citizenship is there 
(Phil. 3:20). Note, for “conversation” 
read “citizenship” (the true rendering) 
ana we are called to behave ourselves 
now as those who belong to that new 
and glorious scene. When we walk as 
men of this world, and férget our new 
citizenship, we dishonor the One who has 
called us out of darkness into His mar- 
velous light. 


Summaries and Applications 


While the Church alone is the Bride, 
all Old Testament saints will also have 
part in the heavenly city, for its “bur- 
gess-roll” embraces all. whose “names 
are written in heaven” (Luke 10:20). 

In the present’ age righteousness suf- 
fers. In the millennium righteousness 
will reign. In the new heaven and the 
new earth righteousness will dwell. 

The scene of. Revelation 21:2 tells of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macauley 


HAT Old Testament prophet spoke of 
W “the new heavens and the new earth’’? 
2. Where in the New Testament, be- 
tides our lesson portion, does the new crea- 
cion appear? 
3. What precedes and prepares for the 
new creation? 
4. Who will inhabit the new creation? 
5. Did John see the new Jerusalem de- 
scending twice? (Rev. 21:2, 10.) 
6. Does the new Jerusalem represent some 
particular group of people? — 
7. How is the inclusiveness of the Holy 
City represented? 
8. How is the exclusiveness of the Holy 
City indicated? 
9. Of what hymn do verses 22, 23 remind 
you? 


10. Will there still be nations in the eter- 
nal state? (vs. 24, 26.) 


(Answers on page 1248) 
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the Church as she wilf be'a thousand 
years after the marriage of the Lamb. 
She is still seen as a bride adorned for 
her husband. 4 


The tabernacle in the wilderness pic- 
tured God dwelling'with men. This will 
have its perfect fulfillment in the eternal 
state. 

The overcomer is one who possesses 
divine life, as distinguished from the 
mere religious professor, who has never 
Beeh actually born again. Do. we know 
the reality of a second birth? 

When John was called to view the 
harlot Pabylon, he was taken into a 
wilderness, for that is what false re- 
ligion always produces (17:3). When he 
beheld the holy city, the Bride, he was 
taken up into a mountain, a place of priv- 
ilege, high above the mists of earth. 

It is not the will of God that any 
should perish, but that all should drink 
of the living water—the message of 
the Gospel — and so enter: into life eter- 
nal. . 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


(To the Girls: In the readjustment of 
“departments” taking place in the Times 
next week with the beginning of the new 
year, by which you girls will go to Miss 
Gunderson’s class, “Say, Fellows,” column 
will miss the pleasure and the inspira- 
tion of your presence, but it has been 
nice to have you with us fellows through 
1947, and we can only congratulate you 
that you will now be able again to enjoy 
and profit by a most excellent t@acher’s 
leadership.) ‘ 


N THE Matthew account of our Sav- 
ioun’s birth we have the story of the 
quest of the Magi in following the star, 
with its eventful culmination at Bethle- 
hem. Although the Scripture account 
does not tell us how many Magi there 
were in this unique and impréssive ex- 
pedition, it seems to be universally un- 
derstood that they were thrée in num- 
ber. 
question until fourteen years ago when 
in the “Little Jetts” column I had pic- 
for this same (today’s) lesson 
thé Magi as three men on camels. Soon 
afterward I received this inquiry from 
a long-time personal friend: “I see you 
have three camels and three Wise Men 
in your Little Jetts column/on the les- 
son of January 7. By what authority 
‘three’?”’ 

I had a suspicion that this friend was 
simply “razzing” me, to see what sort of 
a “come back” I might give him, but took 
the matter seriously enough to send him 
the following reply. 

My first general reply is: By no 
authority, but with a reason — several 
reasons, 


‘First reason: Presenting the Wise 


Men (or the Magi) three in number, 
without any compromise- of either’ ‘prin- 
ciple or truth, makes my own path 
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Indeed, I never heard it called in — 
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easier. If I had presented them as. two 
wise men, or four wise men, I would 
have had scores of inquiries like yours, 
challenging, “By what authority?” As 
it is, I receive only one— yours; and 
that affords me the real pleasure of writ- 
ing you a letter. 

Really, I have no authority even to put 
the Wise. Men on camels. I have just 
been looking at a very elaborate illus- 
tration of this scene in one of the most 
noted works, entitled, “The Life of 
Christ,” and there are several imposing 
looking potentates on camels, surrounded 
and followed by a large retinue of men 
on foot and on horseback, some leading 
asses laden with treasure boxes and 
camp equipment, men armed with bows 
and arrows and spears — quite an army; 
and the big men on camels are pointing 
to a brilliant star across the wilderness 
ahead. If I had imitated that picture, 
I am sure I would have gotten a great 
number of “By what authority’s.” 

Another reason: The most commonly 
and universally accepted thought of the 
Magi Christ-child seekers is in three 
persons of high degree (as philosophers, 
astrologers, or kings) coming upon 
camels. On camels, because camels were 
the long-distance carriers of the East, 
and most likely to be used by these 
travelers from afar. Well accepted tra- 
dition, you know, names the “three” as 
Melchior, Caspar, and Balthazar, three 
kings: the first, an old man with white 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


hair and a long beard; the second, a 
ruddy and beardless youth; the third, 
swarthy and in the prime of life; thus 
being representative of three periods of 
life. Moreover, that Melchior was a 
descendant of Shem, Caspar of Ham, and 
Balthazar of Japheth — three racial di- 
visions. It is even claimed that the 
skulls of these three were gathered up 
by Bishop Reinald in the twelfth century 
and are now exhibited among the relics 
of the cathedral of Cologne. You are 
also aware of how this visualization of 
the Magi has influenced the great artists 
of all ages, as witness the masterpieces 
of Paul Veronese, Giovanni Bellini, 
et al. 

Thus it is the generally accepted con- 
ception of the personnel of the Magi who 


came westward, following the star. These , 
traditions, not being sufficiently authen- 


ticated, of course, have little real value. 
But since the Bible is silent as to the 
number of the Magi, and since presenting 
them as “three” does no violence to the 
great central truth of the Bible account 
of the incident, rather giving it fitting 
and appropriate ornamentation, arousing 
a profitable interest, it seems good to 
portray it in the manner named. 

But it would be regrettable indeed if 
we should allow the Wise Men and their 
camels to obscure that later scene where 
upon their arrival at the temporary home 
of the holy family, they “fell down and 
worshipped”. the child, Jesus, and 
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“open Hib brbitort and PARK tec 
unto hi ifts: LSE DA MpkEMCeNse, 
and myrrh. 


Young people, we know not what the 
year 1948 will bring. From a world 
standpoint the prospect is ominous in- 
deed; but right now, upon this last Lord’s 
Day of 1947, let us make sure that we 
do the one assuredly wise thing: let 
us humbly bow before the King of kings, 
giving Him all that we have, enthrone 
Him in our own hearts, and stand ready 
for His call to any service. 

It is the one and only wise path for 
the present and the future. 

Avcusta, GA, 

w 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose blessings 
through the year have been so far be- 
yond our deserving, receive our thanks 
for all Thy kindness, and help us to 
show our gratitude in deeds worthy of 
Thy great goodness toward us. Bring 
us into the New Year prayerfully set 
on living lives more pleasing to Thee. 
Forgive our past sin and failure, and 
guide us and all Thy people in ways 
of truth and right, usefulness, and serv- 
ice that Thy purposes for us may be 
realized. Give Thy help to the needy, 
Thy healing to the sick, Thy comfort to 
the sad, Thy light to the perplexed, Thy 
rest to the weary. Keep us true to Thee 
in all our daily duties by the hope oi 
that better day to come when the trou- 
bles of this present life shall,end, and 
the Lord Jesus shall reign over all 
Bless us and all who study Thy Word 
today, and by means of it draw many 
to Thyself, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—I suppose we all 
got something new for Christmas. Anc 
what a thrill of pleasure those new toys. 
new clothes, and other new things gave 
us! Things soon get old and worn in 
this world. So whether it is Junior’s 
bright and shiny new toy, or Dad’s 
bright and shiny new car, young and old 
get a thrill in the newness of a thing. 
But all the joy of all the lovely new 
things of all our Christmas days through 
all our life will be as nothing to the 
thrill of joy we shall have when God 
makes “all. things new,” as He is going 
to do. The last chapter but one of the 
Bible points on to a new heaven, a new 
earth, a new Jerusalem, and a time when 
God will make all things new. He then 
will wipe away all tears, and there 
shall be no more death, neither ‘sorrow, 
nor crying, nor any more pain. All the 
bad things and all the sad things will 
be at an end forever, and goodness and 
gladness will reign because the Lord 
Jesus will be owned as King of kings 
and Lord of lords through all that new 
heaven and new earth. 

But this new heaven and earth are 
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only for people who have been made 
new. If any were there with their old, 
bad thoughts and their old, bad ways 
it would spoil everything. So such peo- 
ple will not be allowed there. Nothing 
and no one who would soil and spoil 
God’s new heaven and earth can ever 
enter. It is only for those whose names 
are written in the Book of Life. That 
means those who have been made new 
people by the new birth, people who 
have come to Christ and let Him make 
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them new. Have you done that? If not, 
bring your sinful heart and life to Him 
that He may give you a new heart and 
a new start. Go into the New Year with 
the Lord Jesus and with the new heart 
He gives to those who seek Him for it. 
Then let Him keep and guide until you 
find your place in that new and glorious 
Kingdom over which He will rule in the 
better day that’s coming by and by. 
Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Rich Gifts for Jesus 
(Jude 24, 25; Matt. 2:1-3, 11) 
AVE three fancy boxes at class. Did 
some of your friends come to your 
house to see your Christmas gifts last 
Thursday? When God gave His great 
gift to the world on the first Christmas, 
some people hurried right over to see 
it just as soon as they heard about it. 
The gift was for them, too, so they were 
doubly happy to see it. (Use a picture 
of the shepherds.) 

Other visitors came later. These were 
rich visitors from far away, who had 
traveled for weeks. They were looking 
for the baby King. So where would 
they go but to the King’s palace? No 
baby prince there. Some people knew 
God had said Christ, the King, would 
be born in Bethlehem. To Bethlehem 
they came. Joyfully they received God’s 
gift when they found Him. (Picture of 
the Magi.) They were so happy, they 
wanted to give Him a gift. What were 
their gifts? Yes; gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. But there was another gift they 
gave, which I think God liked. You 
don’t know? Then see if you can find 
what it was in Matthew 2:11. It was 
themselves! As they bowed low before 
Him, I am sure~they gave Him their 
love, and they honored Him as King, 
even though He looked like only a poor 
baby. The shepherds gave a heart gift 
also. Maybe they were too poor to give 
a box gift. But they did give another 
kind of gift—a lip gift. Do you know 
what I mean? You can find out in Luke 
2:17, 20. 
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When we receive God’s greatest gift, 
our Saviour, does it make us so happy 
we want to give Him a gift? The Bible 
is one of God’s great gifts to us, too. 
Let us use it. Then we will decide what 
to name these three boxes, which are to 
represent our gifts to God. (Psa. 96:8, 
Memory Verse; Jude 24, 25.) The diffi- 
cult sentence structure in Jude may be 
paraphrased on the blackboard: Our 
Saviour can keep you from falling into 
sin. He can bring you to His throne 
of glory in Heaven without a single 
fault. How happy He will be to see 
you! Now ‘and always praise Him; 
honor Him as your King; obey Him in 
all things; give Him power over your 
whole life. 

What gifts will you bring this morn- 
ing? Suggested are: praise, money, and 
themselves; but the children may choose 
others. As one is mentioned and dis- 
cussed, provide opportunity as much as 
possible in the class period for activity. 
For instance: (1) Praise. Let one of 
the boxes be marked “praise.” As it is 
placed in the midst of the class, ask: 
How do we give this gift to God? How 
did the shepherds give it? This may 
lead to a period of testimony, singing 
a thank-you chorus or praise hymn to 
God, thank-you prayers, or decision to 
witness outside of class (correlate with 
Lesson 11). (2) Money. How do you 
suppose Mary used the gold the Wise 
Men gave? Did she buy milk and bread 
for the little Jesus? God has little boys 
and girls in other countries now who 
need milk and bread. Plans may be 
made to contribute to a relief project. 
If a missionary objective is preferred, 
the lesson for February 29 will be along 
that line. A slot should be made in the 
box to use for offerings each Sunday. 
(3) Themselves. Your body is the real 
box for this present! Will you give 
every bit of yourself for the Lord Jesus 
to have — your heart to be full of His 
love, your hands to do what He wants, 
your lips to say His words, your feet to 
go where He wants? 

Sing as a prayer to the tune, “Into 
My Heart.” 

All of my heart, all of my heart, 

Take all of my heart, Lord Jesus; 


Take all today, take all, I pray; 
Take all of my heart, Lord Jesus. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Soripture: 
The Wise Men’s Gifts 
(Matt. 2:1-3, 11) 
HE last Sunday of the year, we shall 
put on the tip of our Christmas tree 
a star marked, “Bring Gifts for the 
King.” 

The story for today is that beautiful 
one about the Wise Men, and their gifts. 
Some think there were three Wise Men 
because three gifts were mentioned, but 
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there may have been more — we are not 
told. They had made a long journey, 
following the star, and it was a hard 
journey. They didn’t have Pullman 
cars or luxurious automobiles, or won- 
derful air liners then, and journeys 
were made on foot, or on a horse, a 
dohkey, or a camel. As the Wise Men 
came from east of Judea, they must 
have crossed a desert, so they may have 
come on camels. 

They had a hard time finding the Lord, 
and went to wicked old Herod and asked 
him where He was. And when they had 
found the Lord Jesus, they fell down 
and worshiped Him, and opened their 


gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 


They had a long search for the Lord 
Jesus Christ, but each child can find Him 
right hefe, today. 

How many of you would give a gift 
to the Lord Jesus Christ if He came 
here today? Of course, we would all be 
so gladtodoit. But the only way we can 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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give to Him is to give to those who need, 
and do it in His name, or give to send 
His Gospel to those who have not heard. 

What are you going to do about it? 
What have you done this Christmas? 
Did you give all your gifts to your own 
family? You should give them gifts be- 
cause you love them. But did you think 
of the people all around the world who 
are hungry and homeless and almost 
naked? 

This is a good time to think about 
them: Even if your Christmas money is 
gone, when you have some more, don’t 
forget the needy ones. There are so 
many. People are sending bundles to 
Britain, to Greece, to Italy, and Hol- 
land. China is in awful need. They 
all need many things. It seems as if 
they all need everything, food, clothing, 
toys for children, books, Bibles espe- 
cially. See if you can’t give something. 
God has blessed America abundantly. 
He expects us to share with those who 
are in want! I'm sure your teacher will 
help you to get your gifis to those’ who 
need them. 

Then you can share in the joy of the 
Wise Men who brought gifts to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and praised and worshiped 
Him. 

But the most wonderful gift you can 
ever give the Lord is yourself, if you 
have not already done this. Do it to- 
day, and begin the New Year as a child 
of the King. 

Teachers, make sa special effort to in- 
terest the children in sharing their 
things with those in the war countries. 
The facts are appalling. Every day 
brings more startling stories of need in 
Europe and Asia. Surely God will not 
hold us guiltless if we fail to give what 
we can. And this is the greatest oppor- 
tunity Christians have ever had of send- 
ing out the Gospel. With everything 
you give, include the Scriptures in their 
own language. May God help us to 
rise to this emergency, the greatest that 
has ever faced us! 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Lesfiete siving 2 list of the lessons for 1948 ard 
explaining vo oe gees Se which illus- 
trations are ig had from the 
Times for 15 cents a 8 CODY $1 s id for each 

illustration accepted ar one. 


months in advance of the lesson, and should 


not be cli from ongtee “Tilustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on Lf a lesson text. Because of the 
frose shortage, readers are asked to 

imit ~s" vr submitted on each lesson to 


four illustrations. 


Only Chips.—Saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out 
of heaven (Rev. 21:2). You may spir- 
itualize the foundations and gates, but 
I do not. An amethyst is an amethyst. 
I have seen the crown jewels of Eng- 
land, and I admire precious stones. When 


I go to the office of a merchant in pre- . 


cious stones, he will say to me, “Dr. 
Buhler, would you like to look at the 
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stones?” Then he spreads out a great, 
dark purple velvet cushion. Locking 
the door, he goes to his.enormous safe 
and takes out his diamonds and rubies 
and emeralds and amethysts, and throws 
them down, and there before my eyes, 
is oh, such beauty, such glory! I feast 
my eyes upon them, Then I remember 
the Devil would tempt me to covet 
them, and I say to him, “These are only 
chips of the great foundations of the 
City of God.”—From the Dawn. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 


Better Than Fondest Imagination.— 
And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain (Rev. 21: 
4).. Our cities have some attractive 
parks, magnificent buildings, and elab- 
orate homes, but there are also back 
alleys, unhealthy hovels, and dark tene- 
ments. Smoke, soot, and dirt soon be- 
grime and mar the most beautiful. All 
is clean, pure, and beautiful in this new 
city. There are no doctors’ signs hung, 
no sleepless nights, no excruciating pain, 
no hospitals, no operations, no accidents, 
no hurry calls for the ambulance, no 
telephoning for the undertaker, no 
startling .telegrams announcing death, 
for there is no sickness. No one 
is blind, deaf, crippled, or helpless. 
No child cries because he is hurt. No 
one is lonely. There are no sad fare- 
wells. There are no saloons, no gam- 
bling dens, no uniformed officers to pro- 
tect life and keep order, no thefts, no 
murders, no _ police patrol rushing 
through the streets, no jail, no brutal, 
drunken fathers, no hungry children, no 
overworked mothers, no poverty, no neg- 
lect, no disappointments, no broken 
hearts, for all tears are wiped away; not 
some, but,all tears are wiped away by 
God Himself. There will be no longings, 
no heart-hunger, for Christ is there to 
satisfy. Who can imagine such life! 
God knew we would scarcely believe 
this possible, so He adds, “These words 
are faithful and true.”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. ; 


Diocletian’s Vain Boast.—I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end 
(Rev. 21:6b). “Christ Is Destroyed” was 
the motto on the bronze medal struck 
off by the Emperor Diocletian sixteen 
centuries ago. One of these bronze 
medals rests in a dusty case in. the Brit- 
ish Museum in London, Past the shadow 
of its walls marched thousands of Amer- 
ican soldiers, and in the breast pocket 
of each was a copy of the New Testa- 
ment, proclaiming a risen, living Sav- 
iour. So long as Christ lives, Christian- 
ity cannot die—From Open Windows. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, 
Va. 


When the Last Lamp Goes Out.—The 
glory of God did lighten it, and the 
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Dress rehearsal of The 
College Choir. Inset: A 
qvartette of happy and 
effective Gospel sing- 
ers, who have delight- 
ed large audiences. 


“Praise Ve 
Che Lord” 


(Sixth of a Series) 


HEN young hearts are filled with 
His presence, it is but a step between 
lips that sing and lives that sing. Not 
merely high scholastic or musical attain- 
ment, but a definitely Christian life as 
well, is the objective Bryan sets before 
its students, The result upon the cam- 
pus is an atmosphere of sincere rever- 
ence, the natural fruitage of which is 
cultured, aggressive Christian service. 


The William Jennings Bryan Uni- 
versity, in fact, offers the highest stand- 
ards in Christian education, at reason- 
able cost, to the sincere, unspoiled, 
ambitious young Americans who come 
from middle class homes in many states. 
At Bryan, these young people serve 
while training for service. Teaching and 
practice are clearly related. Christ Him- 
self is as welcome as His precepts. 
We recognize the essential spiritual unity 
and identification with Christ of all born-again 
believers. While we make no apology for our 
Bible teaching, which is positive and authorita- 
tive, yer the attitude of the University toward its 
studerits is one of love and understanding. And 
scores of young pastors, evangelists and Christian 
teachers now are going forth from Bryan with a 
melody of heart and life which says to the werld 
more plainly thaf words: “‘Let eve that 
hath breath praise the Lorg. Praise ye the Lord* P 
(Ps. 150:6). 

For complete information about the 

University and its policies, write direct 

to Office of The President, Box T1247, 


Bra JENNINGS 
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lamp thereof is the Lamb (Rev. 21:23, 
R.V.). A man whose youth and early 
manhood had been spent in evil ways, 
and who was converted to God, was one 
night giving his testimony. He had met 
an old drinking pal during the week 
who chaffed him for turning pious. “I'll 
tell you what,” I said to him, “you know 
what I am [he was a lamplighter]; when 
I go round turning out the lights, I look 
back, and all the road over which I’ve 
been walking is all darkness, and that’s 
what my past is like. I look on in front, 
and there’s a long row of twinkling 
lights to guide me, and that’s what the 
future is since I found Jesus.” “Yes,” 
says my friend, “but by-and-by you get 
to the last lamp and turn it out, and 
where are you then?” “Then,” says I, 
“why, when the last lamp goes out it’s 
dawn, and there ain’t no need for lamps 
when the morning comes.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


When the Stars Have Passed Away.— 
Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and thy dominion endureth throughout 
all generations (Psa. 145:13, Golden 
Text). 

The stars shine over the earth; 

The stars shine over the sea; 
The stars look up to the mighty God; 
The stars look down on me. 
The stars will live for a million years, 
For a million years and a day, 
But God and I will live and love 
When the stars have passed away. 
—From Missions. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; and Emma 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1244) 
1. Isaiah (66:22). 
2. 2 Peter 3:13. 
3. The cataclysmic destruction of the pres- 
ent order. (See 2 Pet. 3:10-12; Rev. 20:11.) 
4. New creatures (2 Cor. 5:17; Gr., a new 
creation). 


5. No.. Verses 9 and those following am- 
plify the statement of verse 2. Compare 
the two accounts of the creation of man 
(Gen. 1:26, 27; 2:7-23). 


6. Verse 9 says it is “the bride, the Lamb's 
wife.” That is generally taken to mean the 
Church. (Cf. Eph. 5:25-32.) 


7. By the twelve gates, three facing each 
direction (v. 13). 

8. By the high wall (vs. 12, 17),:and by 
the plain statement of verse 27. 


9. Rutherford’s hymn, “The Sands of Time 
Are Sinking” (written by Mrs. A. R. Cousin) 
— “The Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel’'s 
land.” 


10. There will be a perfect organization, 
and doubtless the. word “nations” is used 
to indicate the parts of that organized soci- 
ety of the redeemed. 


WHEATON, ILL. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Christ's Death the Basis of Salvation 
(Continued from second page) 


and sisters, yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14: 
26). No thoughtful reader would sup- 
pose that the Lord Jesus meant that 
anyone was to hate the members of his 
own family in the sense in which we use 
the word “hate.” It is clear that He 
simply contrasted here what should be 
our feelings toward our own family in 
contrast to our love for Him. That is, 
we should not let family affections stand 
in the way of doing His will. 


In the references given from John and 
Matthew, the Lord Jesus was speaking 
of His own words. It is true that “they 
are spirit, and they are life,” and that 
they beget life in the heart of those who 
receive them. When the writer of the 
poem said, “He does not save them by 
His words,” certainly he meant not by 
His words alone. Doubtless the poem 
was meant to counteract the erroneous 
idea that has gained wide popularity 
that we can be saved by following 
Christ’s earthly life as an example, and 
by taking His words as our standard. 
But it takes more than this to save us. 
It takes faith in His death as our Sub- 
stitute. 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Grace Clifford Howard 
Managing Editor, American Temperance Society 


Isn’t It Strange?—Isn’t it strange that 
so many folks complain about twenty 
cents per quart for milk and think little 
of paying $4 per quart for whisky?— 
West Virginia White Ribbon, December, 
1946. « 


Once More, Prohibition in India.— 
Bombay province is to go “dry” in four 
years’, time. This decision, affecting 21, 
000,000 persons, was approved at yester- 
day’s meeting of the Council of Ministers. 
It is the Government’s announced inten- 
tion to complete the prohibition. pro- 
gram by two methods, first, by reducing 
the annual consumption of all types of 
liquor by twenty-five per cent, and 
second, by closing shops for progres- 
sively longer periods every year. An 
official announcement explains that this 
plan will give drinkers a chance to 
change their habits and enough time to 
improve their way of living.—London 
Times, February 1, 1947. 


Swedish Justice—“‘In a _ glass of 
schnapps,’ said my Swedish friend, ‘is 
enough alcohol to get me thirty days in 
jail. I don’t have to be drunk. I don’t have 
to have an accident. All a policeman has 
to do is to come up to me, haul me into a 
station, run a liquor test, and if he can 
prove that I have had even a drop, off I 
go for thirty days—or more.’ I told him 
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that was very difficult. ‘Yes,’ he ‘said, ‘it 
is, but we also have very few persons in- 
jured or killed as the result of drinking 
drivers’ ”"— Eddy Gilmore, in the Wash- 
ington Star, quoted by the Union Signal, 
May 31, 1947, p. 335. 


Who Is to Blame?— Before -a Senate 
committee, called together for a hearing 
on the Capper Bill, Mrs. D. Leigh Colvin 
made the following statement: 

“The state and society today demand a 
great deal of women. Charges are: being 
laid against them—and unfortunately . 
with truth in some instances — that their 
neglect of their duty as parents is to 
blame for a large share. of. today’s ap- 
palling problem of juvenile delinquency. 
We object to the sources of some of this 
hurricane of blame. It is not the home, 
the church, and the school that are break- 
ing down the childhood and youth of 
today, but the radio, the motion picture, 
the tavern, and the officials who fail to 
do their duty in enforcing such laws.as 
we still have to restrict these agencies of 
destruction from preying on youth, And 
it is from the: taverns and the’ people 
whose real objective is to protect the 
alcoholic beverage traffic that many. of 
these charges are coming.”— The Union 
Signal, May 31, 1947, p. 332. 


Alcoholism a Product of Large Cities.— 
“The rate of chronic alcoholism in cities 
of 160,000 and more inhabitants is higher 
by 33.7 percent than in the small cities 
and higher by 105 percent than in rural 
areas. 

“The entire increase in the rate of 
chronic alcoholism since 1930 has ap- 
peared in urban areas, while the rate 
in rural areas has decreased slightly.”— 


Dr. E. M. Jetlinek, Clipsheet, June 16, 
1947. 


Speed the Day!— Whenever the liquor 
business is required to pay its own way, 
protecting the state against the damage it 
causes and repairing the destruction it 
works, it will go bankrupt.—The Chris- 
tian Science Monitor, Clipsheet, May 26, 
1947. 


The Cocktail Party Evaluated.—“Of 
all the things dedicated to spoil the 
evening ..., of all the crimes com- 
mitted in the name of: hospitality, ... 
the cocktail party ranks first.”—Vogue, 
January 1, 1947. 


Poor Arithmetic.—The special commit- 
tee to investigate the problem of drunk- 
enness in Massachusetts found that the 
state was spending $61,000,000. on hos- 
pitalization, crime, and financial depend- 
ence due to inebriety to take in a reve- 
nue of $13,139,266.79-. from alcoholic 
beverage taxes.—Clipsheet, July 14, 1947, 


Dry Areas Increasing—According to 
Pageant for August, 1947, there were, 
by 1945, 24,900,000 areas in the United 
States in which hard liquors were -not 
sold, and. 11,800,000 in which beer was 
not sold. By the term “area” is méant 
a district, village, town, or county. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 13. DECEMBER 28. AHIJAH'S PROPHECY 


1 Kings 11:26-43 (Supplementary Reading: The lesson texts of the past two quarters) 
Golden Text.—Behold, | will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee.—1 Kings 11:31 


Or, JOURNEY’S END (Temperance Lesson) 


. Proverbs 23:29-35 (Supplementary Reading: Proverbs 31:4-7; 1 Corinthians 8: 1-13) 
- Golden Text.—For the wages of sin is death: but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.—Rom. 6:23 


King James VERsion 

1 Kings 11:26 And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite 
of Zereda, Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s name was Zeruah, 
a widow woman, even he lifted up his hand against the king. 

27 And this was the cause that he lifted up his hand against 
the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the 
city of David his father. 

28'And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: and 

Solomon seeing the young man that he was industrious, he made 
him ‘ruler over all the charge of the house of Joseph. 
* 29 And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out 
of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him 
in the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and 
they two were alone in the field: 

30 And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and 
rent it in» twelve pieces: 

31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus 
saith the Lorn, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom 
out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: , 

32 (But he shall have one tribe for my servant David’s sake, 
and for Jerusalem's sake, the city which I have chosen out of 
all the tribes of Israel:) 

33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped 
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the 
Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and 
have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in mine 
eyes, and to keep my ‘statutes and my judgments, as did David 
his father. 

34 Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand: 


The Lesson in General Seantin’ toden. 


sage to him, which is the theme of our 


but I will make him prince all the days of his life for David my 
servant’s sake, whom I chose, because he kept my command- 
ments and my statutes: 

35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son’s hand, and will 
give it unto thee, even ten tribes. 

36 And unto his son will I give one tribe, that David my servant 
may have a light alway before me in Jerusalem, the city which I 
have chosen me to put my name there. 

37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according to all 
that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel. 

38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I com- 
mand thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is right in 
my sight, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as David 
my servant did; that I will be with thee, and build thee a sure 
house, as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee. 

39 And I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever. 

40 Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam 
arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was 
in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 

41 And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and 
his wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of 
Solomon? 

42 And the time that Solomon reigned *in Jerusalem over all 
Israel was forty years. 

43 And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David his father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his 
stead. 


The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 
copyrighted by The American Council of Christian Churches, 
and used by permission. 
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By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


WV Iv LEFT King Solomon in a pre- 

vious lesson listening to the 
* Lord's rebuke of his disobe- 
dience and unfaithfulness, and to the 
Lord’s threat of rending the kingdom — 
save one tribe —from him. ; 

The Lord’s threats are as certain of 
fulfillment as are His promises, for “God 
is not a man, that he should lie; neither 
the son of man, that he should repént: 
hath he said, and shall he not do it? 
or hath he spoken, and shall he not make 
it good?” (Num, 23:19.) 

However, He does make His warning 
of judgment contingent upon a nation’s 
(or person’s) repentance (Jer. 18:7, 8). 
Solomon, therefore, has the opportunity 
of following his godly father’s example 
of humbling himself under the mighty 
hand of God, and confessing his miser- 
able failure and offering the appropriate 
sacrifice, ‘ . 

The record is silent regarding contri- 
tion and penitence on the king’s part, 
so the Lord proceeds to carry out His 
word. He stirred up adversaries and 
commissioned the Prophet Ahijah to 
contact Jeroboam and deliver the mes- 


“When a man’s ways please the Lord, 
he maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him” (Prov. 16:7). “If God 
be for.us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 
8:31.) But if we provoke Him by our 
willfulness and disobedience, what can 
we expect but His discipline? 


The Lesson in Detail 


1 Kings 11:28—“And the man Jero- 
boam was a mighty man of valour: and 
... he.was industrious.” Another ver- 
sion renders the verse thus: “Jeroboam 
was an extremely capable man: and 
when Solomon noticed how active the 
young man was, he put him in charge 
of all the labor-gang.” 

It is Matthew Henry who calls atten- 
tion to the fact that when Saul saw a 
valiant man (1 Sam, 14:52), he took him 
unto him, When Solomon saw an indus- 
trious man (1 Kings 11:28) ,he pressed him 
into his service; but David seemed al- 
ways on the alert for godly men (Psa. 
4:3). 

What glory it would bring to God if 
every believer were a happy combina- 
tion of godliness (Titus 2:12); diligence 
(Rom, 12:11); and bravery (Eph. 6:10). 

Jeroboam was of the tribe of Ephraim, 
his mother was a widow (v. 26); and 


Sunday School Lesson Committee 
has provided two lessons for De- 
cember 28, one in 1 Kings, in the 
quarter’s series of “Early Kings 
and Leaders of Israel,” and an op- 
tional temperance lesson. The ref- 
erences for both afe given above. 
Both are discussed in this issue, 
some lesson writers writing on 
“Ahijah’s Prophecy” and others on 
the temperance lesson. 











he was doubtless a credit and comfort to 
her because of his ability and activity. 

Verses 29, 30.—‘“When Jeroboam went 
out of Jerusalem . . . the prophet Ahi- 
jah ... found him... and he had clad 
himself with a new garment ... and 
rent it in twelve pieces.” Something 
similar to this was done by Samuel when 
the whole kingdom was to be taken from 
King Saul (1 Sam. 15:27, 28). 

Verse 31.—“And he’ said to Jeroboam, 
Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the 
Lord ...I will . . . give ten tribes to 
thee.” This realistic sign must have 
taken Jeroboam by surprise, for no mat- 
ter what he plotted against Solomon, 
he never dreamed the Lord would say 
to him, “I will . . . give ten tribes to 
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thee.” There was no need to fight for 
them; the Lord was giving them to him 
outright. It should have made him a 
thankful, humble, and dependent man, 
but it didn’t. 

What is our reaction to the pleasant 
surprises with which the Lord meets us? 


Verse 32.—“But he [Solomon] shall 
have one tribe for my servant David's 
sake.” The small tribe of Benjamin is 
so closely intertwined with the larger 
and royal tribe of Judah, that they are 
often referred to as one. Jeroboam’s 
enlightenment in this manner regarding 
the Lord’s will concerning the tribe of 
Judah should have preserved him from 
ever fighting against that tribe and seek- 
ing to take it, 


Verse 33.—“Because that they have 
forsaken me, .. . and have. not walked 
in my ways.” Jeroboam was not being 
given ten tribes of Israel because of his 
own righteousness, buf because of Solo- 
mon’s and his associates’ unrighteousness, 
What an example this should have been 
to Jeroboam, and what a determination 
it should have begotten in him! A de- 
termination to be obedient to the Lord 
and thus glorify God and retain the 
kingdom at the same time. 


Verses 34, 35.—“I will take the king- 
dom out of his son’s hand, and will give 
it unto thee, even ten tribes.” This is 
the second time the Lord definitely said 
He would give Jeroboam ten tribes. One 
recalls the words of Joseph to Pharaoh: 
“And for that the dream was doubled 
unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the 
thing is established by God, and God 
will shortly bring it to pass” (Gen. 
41:32). 


Verse 36—“David my servant may 
have a light alway before me in Jeru- 
salem.” David was to have a light or 
lamp or shining name and memory be- 
fore the Lord. As He. says in Psalm 
132:17, 18: “I have ordained a lamp 
for mine anointed. His enemies will I 
clothe with shame: but upon himself 
shall his crown flourish.” David shall 
be highly honored even during the mil- 
lennial reign of Christ. (See Ezek. 37: 
24, 25.) 


Verse 37.—“And thou shalt reign ac- 
cording to all that thy soul desireth.” 
Jeroboam could have examined his de- 
sires and wherever they were found out 
of line with the will of God, he could 
have brought them into line, and he 
would have made a grand ruler over 
Israel. Psalm 145:19 says, “He will ful- 
fil the desire of them that fear him.” 
What is our heart’s desire? Is it worthy 
of being fulfilled by the Lord? 


Verse 38.—“And it shall be, if thou 
wilt hearken ... and wilt walk .. . and 
... keep my statutes ...I will be with 
thee, and build thee a sure house ... 
and will give Israel unto thee.” What 
more could the Lord offer Jeroboam? 
The kingdom and a dynasty would be 
his on the simple condition of obeying 
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Last Week's Lessen 


12. December 21.—Prophecy of Christ’s 
Virgin Birth . Isaiah 9:6, 7; 11:1-5 
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the Lord, and following the example of 
David, God's servant. 

The guilty fear which Jeroboam aft- 
erward expressed (1 Kings 12:26, 27) 
was utterly uncalled for; because the 
Lord meant every word. of all that a 
promised. 

That groundless fear caused icthvosmn 
to set up the calves.of gold in Israel 


and to establish an imitation priesthood ° 


and religion in the:tef tribes (1 Kings 
12: 28-33). And he becafne known ever 
after as ‘“Jeroboam, the son of -Nebat, 


which mede: Israel to.sin” (2 Kings 3:3), 


Are we allowing our: fears :to. outweigh 
the exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises of God? 

Verse 39.—“And I will for this ‘ehict 
the seed of David, but not for ever.” We 
rejoice in the many glowing prophecies 
regarding the restoration of Israel. (See 
Ezek. 37:15-28; Jer: 31: 22+40; Hos. 14: 
1-9; Acts 15:16.) 


Verse 40.—“Solomon sought therefore ° 


to kill Jeroboam.” Instead:of confession 
and humiliation on Solomon’s part, he 


seeks to kill Jeroboam.” Thus the last © 


recorded official act of the king was 
attempted murder. And Jeroboam arose, 
and fled into Egypt, and was in Egypt 
until the death of Solomon. 

Jeroboam failed ‘to place’ enough faith 


in the promises of the Lord to realize’ 


his security. Regardless of’ Solomon’s 
wisdom and power, it was impossible for 
him to kill Jeroboam after the Lord had 
said to him, “I will give .. . thee... 
ten tribes . . . and thou shalt reign.” 
How often we also forget that the blood 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marien Bishop. Bower 














ROM whom did the Ephrathites get their 


name? 


2. What was the land of Ephraim 


finally called? 

3. Aside from the sin of Solomon and 
God’s part in taking the kingdom from him, 
what tendencies had been seen in the tribe 
of Ephraim long before the events a 
here? 

4. What was “the house of Joseph” over 
which Jeroboam was made viceroy or lieu- 
tenant by Solomon? 

5. What do we know about Ahijah? 

6. What was the “one tribe” (v. 32) pre- 
served to Solomon’s kingdom for the Lor#i’s 
“servant David's sake’’? ‘ 

7. What was a chief reason for the strong 
entrenchment of the idol worship of verse 
33? 

8. What is known of Shishak, king of 
Egypt? ; 

9. Where can we read the “rest of the acts 
of Solomon, and all that he did . .. written 
in the book of-the acts of Solomon”? 

10. What is. remarkable about the: length 
of me reigns of the first. three kings of 
Israel? 
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secures our blessings and the Word as- 
sures us of them. Solomon had written, 


“There are many devices in a man’s. 


heart; nevertheless the counsel of the 
Lord, that shall stand” (Prov. - 19:21), 
Solomon acted contrary to that word in 
attempting to kill Jeroboam; and Jero- 
boam -acted contrary to it in seeking to 


flee to Egypt for protection. How re-' ‘ 
luctant we all seem at times to take the > 


Lord at His word! 


Verse 41.—“And the rest of the acts 
. are they not written - 
in the book of the acts of Solomon?” 
Every person’s acts are writtey in” 


of Solomon . . 


Heaven’s books. We warn ‘the’ unsaved 
regarding the opening of the book of 
their lives at the great white’ throne 


judgment “(Rev. 20:12-25); ‘but Chris- © 
tians should also be reminded that their 
acts are perfectly recorded and ‘shall be ~ 


reviewed at the judgment seat of Christ 
(2 Cor. 5:10), and decision made as to 
which works shall be rewarded and 
which burned. 
Outline of the Lesson 

Jeroboam was: ‘ 
An’ industrious man (v. 28) 
In ‘a responsible position (v. 28) 
Given ten tribes (vs. 31-35) 
Placed under. obedience (v. 38) 
Given great promises (v. 31) 
Afraid to trust the Lord (v. 40) 
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For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


A Fartu Tuat Works 
NEW YEAR'S questionnaire: 


al alt oe oll 


What have you done for the Lord 


during 1947? 

: Have you grown “in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour”? 

Would your neighbors be attracted 
to Him because of your testi- 
mony? 

No strong drink for the child of God. 
—We approach this topic with the prayer 
that few of our church young people 
will,,be personally condemned by the 
warning of our lesson selection (Prov. 
23: 29-35). Yet how many we meet in 
business and travel who seem to have 
all the qualifications of splendid people, 
and yet who are permitting themselves 
to be hurt in just the way these verses 
indicate ! 

What may consecrated Christian youth 
do for such neighbors and friends?— 
Supplementary readings for today give 
suggestions (Prov. 31:4-7). Pray for 


sugh acquaintances; set them an example 
of righteous living. “It is not for kings 
to drink wine”; neither is it for sons 
and daughters of the King of kings. 
He who makes uy new creatures in 
Christ Jesus lifts our desires above the 
hurtful indulgences of intemperance and 
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Lesson for December 28 


puts’ within ‘us His Spirit -which fs a’ 


Holy Spirit to enable us to control our 
actions (Gal. 5:22, 23). 


No. meat from “idol’s temple” (1 Cor. 
8:1-13).—Few Christians today would 
have -to face this temptation literally. 
How, then, does this apply? Anything 
we do that might hinder someone from 
seeing Christ in us should be cancelled 
from our program of activities. Would 
this omit any of your favorite pleasures? 
At the same time, no wide-awake young 
person would want a religion of “don'ts.” 
Ours must be a faith that works. Be 
positive. Follow up belief with action 
of.a constructive Christian nature. 


Your. conduct is showing, Christian 
boy, Christian girl. Is it warm and real? 
When Bob from the city stayed at our 
ranch one summer he had never at- 
tended any except a Christian Science 
church, and from the first our little 
community church seemed strangely hu- 
man, bringing the things of Heaven down 
to his earthly understanding. Through 
the warm-hearted prayers and testi- 
monies of the young folks as well as 
the older ones, his own heart was 
warmed, and before he returned to the 
city he had received the Saviour whom 
he had learned to admire in others. 
Suppose these Christian friends had 
failed him by letting their own hearts 
grow cold! 


What makes a group of Christians 
warm-hearted? “If any man love God, 
the same is known of him” (1 Cor, 8:3). 
Our love to God is a result of His love 
to us (1 John 4:19; Isa. 43:1-4; Gal. 4:9; 
2 Tim. 2:19). What is the best way you 
have found to become moré conscious 
of His love? Become acquainted with 
Ged’s Word as a loving message to you 
(Jer. 15:16). As we close this- year, 
may we dedicate ourselves anew to find- 
ing God’s Word precious to our hearts. 


How may Christians make their Lord 
seem real to others? “Have you heard 
of the old gas street-lamplighters who 
would pass down a street with ladder 
and matches, leaving a trail of light as 
they went? After a lamplighter was lost 
in the darkness the evidence of his posi- 
tion was revealed by the lights he had 
left along the way. 


Perhaps you know God’s love to you 
and know ‘His Word, but you may have 
failed to share Him with others. Re- 
member, the Lord who loves you loves 
others, too, and He calls you to “let your 
light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify” not 
you, but “your Father which is in 
heaven.” Let us pray and work to keep 
our weak brother’s attention focused 
upon Christ. , 

While this series of lessons is coming 
to its close in the Tres, our work for 
the’ Lord goés on. May the Lord use 
your life and mine more completely 
than He has ever done before, and some 
day may we rejoice ‘together because 
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of victories won through Him (1. Cor. 
15:57). 
GOAL For 1948: 


Be a lover of God’s Word (Psa. 119: 18). 
Be a surrendered winner of souls 
(Dan. 12:3). 
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The Treesure Chest for 
Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivien D. Gundenon 
APPROACH 


INTER was coming with its bitter 
cold and icy pavements. A garage 
man wanted to advertise antifreeze for 
radiators, and chains for tires. He 
wanted his ad to be short enough so 


that every one driving by could read - 


it. So he put up in large letters, 
“ALCOHOL — CHAINS.” A_ Christian 
man went by that garage, thinking about 
the sin of drinking. When he saw the 
sign he said to himself, “That is true: 
The drinking habit is a chain.” 


Tue Lesson 


Today’s lesson gives a picture of a 
person chained by alcohol. Let.us turn 
to Proverbs 23:29-35. Whom did God 
use to write the Book of Proverbs? 

In verse 29 Solomon asks six qués- 
tions, and he gives the answer in verse 
30. What is “woe”? “contentions”? “bab- 
blings”? Whenever you find these six 
things in the same person, the answer 
is always the same. The person is 
chained by alcohol. 

Verses 31 and 32 warn against the 
drinking habit. Sometimes people start 
drinking for fun. By and by they get 
trouble and sorrow and. all the rest. 
Then they want to stop. But it is too 
late, They find out that they are chained, 

Once a young man started drinking. 
His mother tried to get him to stop, but 
he said, “I just take a drink: with the 
fellows once in a while. I can stop 
whenever I want to.” But he ‘did not 
stop. Often he did not get home. until 
two or three in the morning. » Some- 
times when he came downstairs to 
breakfast, his mother saw that he had 
a black eye and some ugly bruises.. He 
had been in a drunken fight with some 
of his friends (7). “Wounds. without 
cause.” 

Finally the poor fellow died .of' de- 
lirium tremens. That is a horrible dis- 
ease which drunkards sometimes get.. In 
this disease he was often out of his head, 
and would cry out, “The snakes ate get- 
ting me!” What verse in this lesson 
does that make you think of? 

In verse 34 it says the drunkard is 
like a person who lies down in the 
midst of the sea. Can you think of 
anything more foolish than to lie down 
in the middle of the ocean? The last 


part of the verse says, “Or as he: that 
Can you 


lieth upon the top of a mast.” 
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think of any place more dangerous and 
uncomfortable to lie on, than the top 
of a ‘ship’s mast? 

Some years ago I was walking along 
a beautiful country road in the early 
morning. Suddenly I caught sight of a 
figure lying in a ditch beside the road, 
half under a barbed wire fence. I hur- 
ried over to see what had happened. A 
man lay there unconscious, I thought he 
must have been struck by a hit-and-run 
driver, although I could not see where 
he was wounded. I rushed to the near- 
est farmhouse to call a doctor. The 
farmer said, “Don’t call a doctor till I 
have a look at him.” We went back 
together. He gave one look at the man, 
and then said disgustedly, “Just what I 
thought! That’s He must have 
been too drunk to get home last night. 
Leave him alone. He’ll sleep it off.” 

Sleeping in a ditch under a barbed 
wire fence certainly cannot be comfort- 
able, and there was danger of pneumonia 
and many other things. This man made 
me think of the verses we have just 
read. Surely he did not lie there from 
choice. He was chained by alcohol. 


CONCLUSION 


No one can break the chains of sin 
excepting the Lord Jesus Christ. I have 
seen people who had been chained by 
alcohol set free by Christ. That is won- 
derful ! 

I have also seen boys and girls saved 
and kept from sin by the Lord Jesus. 
That is still more wonderful. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 
God’s Wonderful Gift (Rom. 6:23) 


AST Sunday we had a lovely lesson 

about a Baby who was born in a 
barn: Who was He? And who were 
His Father and mother? 

Jesus was the greatest Christmas gift 
ever. given. Who gave us this gift? 

Our Memory Verse today tells of an- 
other gift. It is Romans 6:23, (Read 
and memorize.) 

Joe, please look in our Treasure Chest 
for a jar of beans. These beans have 
life, don’t they? If we planted them, 
most of them would grow. What kind 
of life is in beans? 

Of course, bean life. 
vegetable life. 

Now Joan may find in the Treasure 
Chest a picture of kittens. We'll pre- 
tend these are live kittens. What kind 
of life do they have? Cat life, or ani- 
mal life. ; 

What else in the world besides plants 
and animals, has life? Sure— you and 
I do. What kind of life? We call it 
human life. 

But God tells us in our verse about 
another kind of life— eternal life. That 


Or as we say, 
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means it goes on forever. Automobile 
accidents can’t stop it. Fires can’t stop 
it. Atom bombs can’t stop it. It is not 
an earthly but a heavenly life. And 
if we have it, we can surely go to 
Heaven when we die. 


How many want to go to. Heaven some 
day? Yes, we all want to. For Heaven 
is filled with everything beautiful and 
good, There is no dirt or garbage in 
Heaven, no briars or sharp stones, no 
hot days or cold days, no falls and 
bumps, no cross words or scowling faces, 
no sorrow or sin, Best of all, the Lord 


- Jesus Christ is there. 


Now how shall we get God’s great 
gift of heavenly life? How do we get 
any gift? We reach out our hands like 
this and take it. 


And we reach out our hearts for God’s 
great gift, too. He says anyone can 
have it who takes Jesus to be his Sav- 
iour, 


How many of you ever saw a doctor? 
Did he come to your house? What for? 
When he had gone, did Daddy or Mother 
say, “Oh, I’m not going to keep that old 
doctor’s medicine—TI’ll just throw it 
away !” 

No, they wouldn’t say such a thing 
ever, would they? They took that doc- 
tor to be their doctor, which means 
they believed in him and did what he 
told them to do. 


So if we take Jesus to be our Saviour, 
we will believe in Him and love Him 
and do what He tells us. When we do 
this, God gives us, right away, His gift 
of eternal life. 

Let us bow our heads and thank God 
for doing so much for us. 


Did you know Satan also has some- 
thing to give us? His gift is eternal 
death. If we have that, we can never 
go to Heaven. Where would we go then? 
What is it like in ‘hell? 


Let me ask you something very im- 
portant: is everybody on earth going 
either to Heaven or hell? Where are 
you going? 

Now since this is the last Sunday in 
1947, we might have a picture review 
of some people we have been studying 
about. 

Jean, bring that flat box of pictures 
and pass them around, please. (Paste 
pictures onto cardboard before class, and 
number them on the back.) Who has 
Number 1? 


All right, Ronny. Oh, you have a lit- 
tle child asleep in bed! Now whom does 
that remind you of? Someone who slept 
sweetly until he was wakened by hear- 
ing his name called. That’s it— Samuel. 

(Follow with pictures showing a tall, 
handsome man, a flock of sheep, an oak 
tree 2 large, beautiful church, camels, and 
a Christmas scene — reminders of Saul, 
David, Absalom, Solomon, Queen of 
Sheba, and Baby Jesus.) 


ForestTvItue, N. Y. 
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‘Mustrating the Lesson 


State the Evangelical International Lessons 
will not be treated in the Times in 1948, no 
lesson list will be published by the Times. 

“Tactful” Preaching.—Because 

they have forsaken me , . . and have 
not walked in my ways, to do that which 
is right in mine eyes, and to keep my 
statutes and my judgments (1 Kings 11: 
33). God has instructed His servants 
to speak in concrete and not in abstract 
terms, saying, “For if the trumpet give 
an uncertain sound, who shall prepare 
himself to the battle? So likewise ye, 
except ye utter by the tongue words 
easy to be understood, how shall it be 
known what is spoken? for ye shall 
speak into the air” (1 Cor.: 14:8, 9). 
The story is told of a clergyman who had 
just been called to a wealthy church. 
He wanted to present to then? tactfully 
the facts of the Gospel without hurting 
anyone’s feelings (quite a feat), so he 
said, “You should repent, to some extent, 
or else you’ might be damned, more or 
less, and possibly go to hell, in a meas- 
ure.” Our pulpits have been overrun 
by such vague vacillators, They fluctuate 
between the north pole of liberalism and 
the south pole of conservatism. Their 
ministry is marked by irresolution and 
indecision. They tread the King’s High- 
way with faltering and hesitating steps, 
and yet expect people to follow them. 
—From Voice. Sent by Eleanor L. Grif- 
fith, Rockland, Maine. 


God’s Promise Not Yet Fully Realized, 
—Jerusalem, the city which I have 
chosen me to put my name there (1 
Kings 11:36), Voltaire’s cynical remark 
is‘one day to receive its complete an- 
swer: “Who would ever believe that 
God gave that little corner of the earth 
to the Jews for an everlasting posses- 
sion!” Jehovah’s promise to Israel was 
vaster than Israel has ever received. 
The promise given to Abraham (Gen. 
15:18) and the boundaries foretold in 
Ezexiel cover a territory which includes 
the whole of the Arabian Peninsula, a 
territory of 1,000,000 :square miles— 
and, in that day, “the desert shall... 
blossom as the rose” (Isa. 35:1) —an 
area more than sufficient to include Eng- 
laud, Scotland, France, Spain, Germany, 
and Italy. Palestine, Syria, and Trans- 
jordania are all in it.. Ultimate exten- 
sion of the boundaries was promised to 
Moses three times over: “The Lord thy 
God shall enlarge thy border, as he hath 
promised thee”; “from the river , . . Eu- 
phrates, even unto the uttermost sea 
shall your coast be.”—From Message to 
Israel. Sent by Howard M. Green, La- 
conia, N. H. 


Hearing It Through.—For the wages 
of sin is death: but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord (Rom. 6:23, Golden Text for alter. 
nate lesson). A certain wayward young 
man ran away from home and was not 
neard of for years. In some way, hear- 
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ing that his father had. just died, he. 
returned home and was kindly received 
by his mother. The day came forthe 
reading of the will; the family were all 
gathered together, and the lawyer began 
to read the document. To the surprise 
of all present, the will told in detail 
of the wayward career of the runaway 
son. The boy in anger arose, stamped 
out of the room, left the house, and was 
not heard from for three years. When 
eventually he “was found’ he was in- 
formed that the will, after telling of 

is waywardness, had gone on to be- 
queath him $15,000. How much sorrow 
he would have saved himself and others, 
if he had only heard: the . reading 
through! Thus’ many people only’ half 
read the Bible, and turn from it dis- 
satisfied. ._The Bible says, “The wages 
of sin’ is’ death,” yes, but it says more, 
it says, “but. the gift of God is eternal 
life.’—From the Herald and Presbyter. 
Sent by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


She Had Married a Better Man.—Look 
not thou upon the wine when it is red 
(Prov. 23:31). A speaker at a temper- 
ance meeting told how drink had once 
caused the downfall of a brave soldier. 
In the course of the sad story, he said: 
Sometimes after a debauch the man 
would be repentant, humble. He would 
promise his wife to do better. But, alas, 
the years taught her the barrenness of 
all such promises. One night when he 
was getting to be an’old man—a pre- 
maturely old man, thin-limbed, stoop- 
shouldered, with red-rimmed eyes, he 
said to his wife sadly: ‘ “You’re a clever 
woman, Jenny, a courageous, active, good 
woman. You should have married a 
better man than I am, dear.” She looked 
at him, and thinking of what he had 
been, she answered in a quiet voice, “I 
“did, James.”—From the Sunday at Home. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


He Had Tried the Product.—Look not 
thou tiipon the wine when it is red (Prov. 
23:31). Judge Ben B. Lindsey was 
lunching one day—it was a very hot 
day when a politician paused - beside 
his table. “Judge,” said he, “I see you 
are drinking coffee. That is a heat- 
ing drink. In this weather you 
want to drink iced drinks — sharp, iced 
drinks. Did you ever try gin and, ginger 
ale?” “No,” said the judge, smiling, “but 
I have tried several fellows who have!” 
—From Classmate. Sent by Mrs, M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 
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This Week’s Questions Ainge 
(The questions ere on page 1250) 


1. They were of the tribe of Ephraim, 
named for and descendants of Joseph’s son 
Ephraim, who was blessed by Jacob above 
his elder brother . 


2. At first the whole district was known 
as Mount Ephraim, but it afterward was 
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kniown— and this is the name by which it 
is remembered today —as Samaria. 


3.-Ephtaim had long desired to be the 
chief: or sovereign tribe. This is évi- 
dent in the time of Gideon of the tribe of 
Manasseh when Ephraim showed its jealousy 
ahd ambition (Judges 8), and in the time 
of when the same spirit manifested 
itself, (Judges 12). It seemed to be ever 
watchful for chances to revolt and try to 
seize the power from the one in authority. 
Note that it was in Shechem, the capital 
city of Ephraim, that Rehoboam, Solomon's 
son, was crowned (1 Kings 12:1). This gives 
an idea of its importance. 


4. It was Jeroboam’s own tribe — — Ephraim 
and its allied tribes. 


5. We know very little except that he was 
a-prophet in Shiloh in the time of Solomon 
and Jeroboam. He prophesied here the break- 
ing. bose of the ten tribes from Solomon's 
kingdom because of the latter’s idolatry. 
Later he prophesied the death of Abijah, 
Kitig Jeroboam’s son, and the captivity of 
Israel (1 Kings 14). No others of his proph- 
ecies are known; his writings (2 Chron. 9: 
29) have not been preserved for us. 


6. This was the tribe of Judah, with its 
tiny ally, Benjamin —the latter so greatly 
depleted that it was often not even counted 
as a tribe.’ Later the Levites joined Judah, 
and there were, of course, a few from other 
tribes, who remained true to the Lord and 
His Temple in His city of Jerusalem. 


’, Go to verses 1 to 8 of this same chapter 
for the answer. Solomon's disobedience of 
Deuteronomy 17:17a led to the awful and in- 
evitable consequences that God had warned 
would follow. 


8, Shishak headed a new Egyptian dynasty, 
hostile to Israel. It is believed that he was 
a gon of Nimrod, King of Assyria, who had 
conquered Egypt so that it had become an 
Assyrian dependency at this time. Shishak 
wanted to break up Solomon's powerful em- 
pire and would therefore have given great 
encouragement to Jeroboam. 


>. This passage may be linked to 2 Chron- 
icles 9:29, but the Lord did not preserve the 
books referred to in this passage. 


10. Each reigned: for forty years. 
West Cotiincswoop, N. J. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


Sunday, December 28 . 


3. “Behold All Things Are Become New” 
(2 Cor. 5:17-19) 


-_s THIS time of year many folks who 
are not very much concerned about 
Christian things are talking about turn- 
ing over a new leaf, and beginning all 
over again with the new year. Many 
will make “New “Year’s resolutions,” 
which all too soon will be broken, and 
thrown aside. There are few persons 
so callouséd that they have no sénse of 
failure and shorteoming as they look 
back on the year that is gone, and who 
have no longing to do better in the year 
that is just beginning. Perhaps, one of 
the greatest reasons for discouragement 
as one looks ahead to the new year is 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





>. 


our gift 


soil heclat' ss 


¢ 


1. fitisa 
(Moody Annuity 


When. you. take out that annuity 
in the name of a loved one you 
are giving an assured income for 
the rest of the ‘annuitant’s life! 
Those regular, dependable annuity 
checks will be a constant reminder 
of your love. 





But you can.count on more than that. Your gift 
will live on in the soul-winning lives of Moody-trained 
men and women...because your annuity dollars helped 
provide their tuition-free training. You will have a 
share in the fruits of their labors on the mission field, 
in the pastorate, in other types of Christian service. 


You will want to investigate this plan bringing 
double rewards. 


FREE BOOKLET 
Double Dividends 
will give full 
details. MAIL 
COUPON TODAY. , 








19) 1255 





153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO 10, ILL., DEPT. S 800 
Gentlemen: Please send me the booklet DOUBLE DIVI- 
DENDS without obligation on my port. 


() Alse booklet A. | am under 20. 
Name 

Street_ 
City and state 

















Moody Bible Institute * Chicago 10, Ill 























eee 
a 


1256 (20) 


Divorce and Remarriage 
Christian, do nt a clear, Scriptural nta- 
tion of the tru “on thie ian ‘emt eabdect Then 
send 10 cents to Rev. G. P. Tesker, Penticton, B. C., 
Canada, for his In lots of 50 or more, Sc ea. 











~ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the realization that human effort and 
ability may be no more able to cope 
with the future than it was with the 
past. 
ve 

However, to the Christian, all of this 
can and should be quite the opposite. 
In the first place, as our Scripture les- 
son reminds us, everyone who is “in 
Christ Jesus” is a new “creation” (see 
the margin of your Bible for 2°Cor, 5: 
17). The believer is not a repaired or 
patched-up product of God’s grace. He 
is made over and anew. The Psalmist 
recognized the need of such a new cre- 
ation when he cried, “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me” (Psa. 51:10). 
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/ Not every believer is. immediately .. 


aware of this marvel of new creation, 
but it is none the less a miracle of God's 
grace that may be experimentally real- 
ized whene¥er we are willing, by faith, 
to lay hold upon it, Old things—old 
desires, old ambitions, old plans, old 
weaknesses are all dealt with by God’s 
grace, and a new life is placed at our 
disposal. That life, as Paul reminds us, is 
Christ Himself, “for to me tg live is 
Christ” (Phil. 1:21). Instead of having 
to depend upon our frailties and weak- — 
ness and sinfulness, placed at our dis- 
posal is the very nature of the strong 
Son of God Himself, 
ye * 

Now it should be obvious to all of us 
that our appropriation of this new!na- 
ture, provided for us in the Lord Jesus, 
is not dependent upon the calendar or 
the new year. The new nature is avail- 


able to everyone who is willing to ac- '* 


cept the Lord Jesus as his Saviour and ~ 
to yield his heart and life to His con- 
trol, at the very moment that decision © 
is made. But it is helpful, as we begin 
the new year, to be reminded of this 
provision, so that we look into the com- ' 
ing year not as those who have no such 
hope or provision. We do not have. to 
resort to resolutions that we fear may 
only be broken. Like the Apostle Paul, 
we may turn away from the things that 
have gone’ before, and press forward 
to the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 
3:14), to the new life of Christlikeness 
into which He has promised to trans- 
form us, step by step (2 Cor. 3:18), by 
the power of.the Holy Spirit, as we walk 
with Christ and keep our eyes upon 
Him. No matter how disappointing 
have been our failures and our self-will 
and our stubbornness in the past, the 
new year may hold for each of us a new 
and blessed opportunity if we are will- 
ing to confess our failure and sin to 
God, and accept His cleansing from all 
unrighteousness and His forgiveness.. He 
is the faithful and dependent One: We 
cannot trust our own strength, but we 
can trust Him for the year that is ahead. 


ye 

It will be encouraging, as we stand 
at the,thresholad of a new year, to re- 
member that the promise in His Word 
to make all things new includes even 
more than these natures of ours. It in- 
cludes our bodies, it includes this old 
world and all that is in it, and all that 
concerns us in the life to come. When 
He comes again, and we see Him, these 
bodies of ours will be transformed and 
made new. Weakness and suffering, sick- 
ness and pain will all be done away in 
the new and resurrection bodies that 
He has prepared for us. The very cre- 
ation will be released from its curse, 
brought about through man’s sin, and 
this earth will be a aew and delightful 
place to live upon. But those of us who, 
are trusting in, and who love the Lord 




















Lesson for December 28 


Jesus now, will ‘enjoy a new life, utterly 
beyond anything this earth can know, 
for we shall be separated, not only from 
the penalty and power of sin, but also 
from its very presence. There are many 
signs that suggest that the coming of 
the Lord Jesus may not be far distant. 
Are our hearts filled with joy and ex- 
pectation as we realize that 1948 may 
be the year when we shall see Him and 
be with Him whom yet unseeri we love? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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A Pioneer Sunday School 
Missionary 
(Continued from page 1239) 


point Mrs. Cyrus McCormick, of Chi- 
cago, who guaranteed the support of 
Mr. Blair’s work. This support added 
greatly to the.success of Sunday school 
work in the entire northern half of 
Minnesota, where she willingly and liber- 
ally gave to many of the ventures after- 
ward recommended by Blair. 

When Blair began to work for the 
Presbyterian Sunday School Board (this 
was before the boards were consoli- 
dated), the transportation problem of 
Minnesota had not reached its high effi- 
ciency in roads and vehicles that has 
brought most of the Minnesota towns 
within easy reach of each other. Graded, 
concrete, and black-top highways now 
reduce the mileage and add comfort to 
the journeys. But in 1896 rough trails 
wound around the hills, traversed the 
swamps over teetering corduroy, and 
sinkholes spattered with mud all who 
ventured into the distant parts. Only 
hardy and persistent, or foolish humans 
were willing to undergo the hardships 
so common to those pioneer days. A 
Sunday school missionary found no bed 
of ease, and, at the journey’s end, he 
was fortunate if his weary body. found 
something easier than 4 plank floor on 
which to sleep. 

The Great Northern Railway connect- 
ing Duluth and Crookston was not in 
existence in the spring of 1896, and the 
Minnesota and Northern Railroad had 
its terminal at Walker, Minn. But the 
region around what is now Bemidji had 
already been invaded by the lumber 
companies who floated their logs across 
the numerous lakes connected with the 
winding Mississippi. A small settlement, 
with a population of between two and 
three hundred, had sprung up at Bemidji, 
and early in the spring Blair left the 
railroad at Walker, accompanied by a 
guide who supposedly. knew the trails 
that led to the village of Bemidji — then 
about sixty miles away. After two days 
of hard going through the swamps, they 
arrived at Cass Lake, where the guide 
admitted he had no knowledge of the 
trail that led to the desired destination. 
Blair, who was unwilling to put his 
hand‘ to the plow and then turn back, 
succeeded in finding an Indian who took 
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them by canoe and portage, and on the 
second day they reached Bemidji. That 
evening Sam Blair held the first religious 
service in Beltrami County. 

From the townsite company Blair 
received two lots as a site for the church, 
and to this day regrets that he did not 
ask for four instead. Returning from 
Bemidji, the Indian piloted the canoe 
on a hair-raising voyage down the swol- 
len Four-Mile Rapids of the Mississippi, 
and they lodged at Cass Lake that eve- 
ning. Blair had spent all he had, and 
had worn the shoes off his feet in the 
Bemidji investigation. Later he re- 
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turned to build Bemidji’s first church, 
a church that afterward was served by 
Frank Higgins, the well-known lumber- 
jack sky pilot. The living church at 
Bemidji is a monument to Blair, who 
suffered hardships, privations, and perils 
to found it, 

In the old logging days of Minnesota, 
law enforcement was late in arriving. 
Consequently every man was a law unto 
himself. It was in those days that the 
work began at Kelliher, and when Blair 
first visited that field, a man and his 
wife ran amuck and shot up the town. 
Every man in Kelliher armed himself, 
and the volunteering vigilantes bom- 
barded the troublemakers, who had 
barricaded themselves in a house. This 
was Blair’s first impression of Kelliher. 


The blacksmith apprenticeship of Mis- 
sionary Blair trained him in physical 
labor and also developed a strong, well- 
knit. body. Repairing neglected and 
broken parts had taught him the value 
of care in the maintenance and salvage 
of property, and these valuable assets 
later contributed greatly to the strug- 
gling-missionary fields he served. Waste 
was to him a grievous sin. The neglect 
of church -property aroused his indig- 
mation, .and the careless, slipshod 
methods of many churches in handling 
their financial problems stirred him to 
action; ‘Sunday schools and churches 
that. promised well at the beginning, 
sometimes: died through the failure of 
those. in-charge to apply common sense 
to the carrying on of the establishment. 
Blair saw many a new pastor begin his 
work at:a disadvantage because the finan. 
cial canvass had been neglected before 
the pastor arrived, and, instead. of being 
able to apply himself to the spiritual 
needs; he .must begin his work by ap- 
pealing ‘to his people for money with 
which to catry on the organization. 
Blair assistéd many mission fields whose 
finances: were not properly handled. He 
was wéleomed in the churches and left 
a lasting. impression for good. 

It may interest readers to know that, 
during last winter, a part.of which I 
spent .with Blair in California, he re- 
ceived several letters. from’ members 
of the ‘churches he served over fifty 
years ago, telling of their conversions, 
of the: churches he built, and the last- 
ing impressions he left on their schools 
and churches. It was because of his 
ability; as well as his succéss:as an or- 
ganizer.of Sunday schools,:that Blair 
wag chosen by Mrs. Cyrus .McCormick, 
of Chicago, to dispense her benevolences 
in this.part of Minnesota. Many are 
the Sunday. schools and churches she 
helped in their beginnings, many also 


were the families who received blan- | 


kets, clothing, food, and money from her 
at Blair’s suggestion. Later, when the 
forest fire of 1918 spread suffering and 
death in these parts, Mrs. McCormick, 
who-was then in Europe, cabled money 
.to buy milk and cows for the sufferers, 
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our missionary being the distributor, , 

From the Rev. Samuel Allan Blair’s 
Sunday school missionary ‘service’ of 
forty-seven years, thirty churches came 
into being; and’ on twenty-seven of them 
he devoted his physical and. spiritual 
strength, giving free labor to the proj- 
ects, soliciting funds, directing the wark, 
and advising construction—a jack-of- 
all-trades for thé Kingdom .of God. In 
addition to the thirty churches, he built 
five manses to shelter the shepherds of 
their flocks. 

The good that men do lives after them 
to bless the unborn generations. Today 
many rise up to bless the man who, 
through storm and stress, in season and 
out of season, faced perils and wretched- 
ness while traveling the unmarked trails 
of the wilderness, preaching, like John 
the Baptist, “Repent: for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” 
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For Family Worship. 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
oe 
Daily Bible Readings on the International | 
Lessons, issued by the | International. 
Sunday Scheol Lesson Committee. 


December 22 to 31 

Mon.—Psalm 145:1-13, The Reigning Lord. . 

Prayer Succestions: “Thy kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom.” The God of 
the Bible is the only true God; He is a 
great King above all the inhabitants of 
Heaven, earth, and hell. Who can és- 
cape from this prison house of death? 
Who can leap over divine barriers? Who 
can successfully fight against God’s 
laws? At every turn in life, and cer- 
tainly in death and in the world to come, 
the fact that God reigneth cannot* be 
avoided. To the child of: wickedness 
this is woeful; but to the child of God 
it is bliss supreme. Pray for all Chris- 
tian colleges. 
Tues.—Matthew 2:1-11. The Tribute of Men. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “{They] fell 
down, and worshipréd him: and when 
they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts; gold, ‘frank- 
incense, and myrrh.” As Mr. Spurgeon 
reminds us, “Christ was Lord even 
though He lay in a manger.” The Wise 
Men in worshiping Him, and bringing 
Him their loving tribute, not only in- 
force a Jesson to us, but anticipate the 
time when kings shall fall down before 
Him, and all nations shall serve Hiri. 
Christ, our incarnate God; is worthy: to 
receive our adoration and gifts. Pray 
for all Christian universities. 
Wed.—Revelation 21:1-5. 

The Tabernacle of God. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “Behold, the tab- 
ernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God.” In our Lord’s 
first advent in this world He. taber- 
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nacled among us veiled in flesh. In the 
new heavens and earth the God of glory 
will dwell with His redeemed people 
and they with Him. The eye of man has 
never seen, nor his heart conceived the 
wonders of His grace and kindness to 
be granted through Christ Jesus. Re- 
fiect and wonder, O my soul! Pray for 
all editors of Christian publications. 


Thurs.—Revelation 21:10-21. The Holy City. 
Prayer Succestions: “He ,... shewed 
me... holy Jerusalem, descending out 
of heaven from God.” In the Book of 
Revelation we have not only a descrip- 
tion of the world’s most. corrupt city, 
out of the pit of hell, but. also of the 
Holy City, desc&nding out of Heayen 
from God. Blessed are the inhabitants 
of the city of God, and woe to those 
of Babylon the city of Satan! Pray that 
ministers may discern more clearly than 
ever before Bible teaching on’the future 
destiny of the righteous and the wicked. 
Fri.—Revelation 21:22-27, The Eternal Light. 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lamb is the 
light thereof.” Christ is. not only the 
light of the world; but He jis the only 
and true light for all eternity. The glory 


of God in the face of Jesus Christ will ° 


lighten our life and way forever. -The 
Lamb is the light. thereof. His light 
shone on the apostles on. the holy mount, 
on Paul on the road to Damascus, and 
upon John on Patmos. This same Jesus 
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crowned ‘with glory and! honor shall: be 
our tlight forever, more. Pray: forall 
evangelical foreign mission: agencies. 
Sat.—Revejation 22:1-8, ° ‘The River of Life. 

' Prayer Succestions: “A pure river. of 
water of life, proceeding out ‘of the 
throne of.God and of the Lamb.” Earth’s 
rivers are all very popular, but all have 
been ‘waters of death; at'one time or an- 
other.’ God, who gave “the ‘rivers to 
water Eden, and knows what gives mar 
pledsure; has planned pleasures:forever. 
more for His ransomed people. Yes, 
through grace; dear pilgrims, we shall 
“gather at the river” that flows from the 
throne of God and of thé Lamb. Pray 
for all evengelicat® home mission soci- 
eties. 


Sun.—Revelation 22:16-21. The Book of Life. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “The ‘book of 
life.”’ God is not willing that any should 
pérish, But when Christ, man’s only 
Saviour is finally rejected, God reluc- 
tantly, apparently, writes off the name 
of the rincorrigible siriner.. “How ‘often 
would I have ‘gathered’ thee” is Christ's 
sad lament over éyery™ lost soul. To 
have orie’s. part taken out of the Book 
of Life is the greatest calamity that can 
ever come to a never-dying soul. Pray 
for more faithful preaching on the 
miseriés of the unconverted. 
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